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VALLEY  CREEK  CHURCH 


When  we  stay  history  what  do  we  mean,  some  fanciful 
idea,  some  romantic  affair,  or  some  deed  of  heroism  that  might 
have  occurred,  had  circumstances  been  favorable?  No,  when 
we  record  history  we  state  something  that  really  transpired 
in  the  routine  of  man’s  life.  In  writing  this.,  I am  endeavor- 
ing to  relate  facts.  Much  of  the  early  history  has  been  lost, 
some  through  fire,  but  more  through  the  death  of  those  sol- 
diers of  the  cross,  whose  mouldering  bones  lie  beneath  the  sod. 
Could  we  hut  again  sit  before  the  warm  blaze  of  the  crack- 
ling yule  log  as  she  blazes  and*  sparkles,  sending  forth  her 
warmth  and  brightness;  there,  listening  to  the  daring  deeds 
of  our  forefathers  of  centuries  past.  Hushed  in  death  are 
those  voices,  now  only  the  pages  of  history  can  relate  those 
circumstances,  which  make  up  the  life  of  a nation.  In  writing 
this  little  history;  I do  not  wish  simply  to  place  before  the 
minds  of  the  people  the  rise  or  fall  of  so  great  an  organiza- 
tion. But  to  show  the  coming  generation  what  great  things 
have  been  don,e;  they  seeing  the,  “foot  prints  on  the  sands 
of  time,”  may  ipush  forward  to  build  a tower  of  strength,  a 
character  which  can  not  be  erased.  And  say  as  those  loved 
ones  who  have  gone  before:  * 

“I  love  thy  church,  oh,  God! 

Her  walls  before  thee  stand, 

Dear  las  the  apple  of  thine  eye, 

Engraven  on  thy  hand.” 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  an  early  history  of  the  Old 
Valley  Creek  Church  was  riot  written.  Is  it  not  strange  in  a 
community,  so  long  distinguished  for  her  intellect,  her 
patriotism,  her  morals  and  her  religion  that  we  must 
be  compelled  to  “glean  and  gather,”  up  from  the 
debris  of  itrne  the  material  to  compile  the  history 
of  our  Valley  Creek  Church?  The  second  oldest  Presbyterian 
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church  in  the  state  of  Alabama.  Huntsville  claims  the  ascen- 
dency of  a short  time.  Yet,  we  can  not  help  feel  that  Valley 
Creek  should  have  the  honor.  We  count  the  existence  of 
things  from  their  birth  not  from  the  time  they  standi  alone, 
or  perhaps  walk  or  brought  into  notice  by  gome  great  deed. 
It  would  be  almost  unreasonable  to  believe  that  those  Chris- 
tian people  coming  from  the  “Rocky  River  Church  and  other 
congregations  of  North  Carolina  landing  in  Dallas  County  about 
1817  should  have  waited  a year  or  more  before  assembling 
in  some  favorite  place  land  there  hold  worship.  We  believe  it 
was  idone,  therefore  we  conceive  of  the  idea  that  the  church 
\wlas  established  some  time  before  it  was  asknowledged  by 
the . Presbytery. 

“From  the  end  of  the  earth  will  I cry 
When  my  heart  is  over  wihelmned, 

Lead  me  to  the  rock  that  is  higher  than  1’’ 

Their  trust  was  only  lin  the  “Rock  of  Ages.” 

Yet,  it  was  not  for  the  lack  of  interest  on  the  pairt  of 
those,  who  first  broke  the  soil  around  the  sainted  church 
doors  that  we  have  no  history.  They  were  a veiry  busy  people, 
doing  what  they  thought  most  important  first.  Therefore,  we 
miuisit  search  through  the  debris  of  time  or  dig  among  the  ashes 
of  an  expired  generation  to  collect  the  early  facts;  much  has 
passed  beyond  the  recovery  of  man.  I hope  that  all  is  not 
lost  and  yet,  hope  to  bring  to  light  hidden  things  and  thus 
preserve  the  history  of  this  church. 

I shall  be  compelled  to  rob  the  grave  stones  of  their  in- 
scriptions and  gather  from  the  feeble  voice  of  tradition  still 
audible  and  from  such  resources,  as,  are  well,  authenticated. 

We  must  not  judge  the  past  by  what  we  see,  do  not 
imagine,  that,  thiait  massive  brick  structure  has  always  held 
its  proud  head  so  high,  and  basked  in  the  golden  sun!  Do  not 
imagine  that  days  of  toil  and  nights  of  anxiety  were  not  spent 
in  getting  such  a house  nor  do  not  imagine  that  the  organiza- 
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tion  was  there  from  creation,  land  the  toiling  missionaries  did 
not  come  from  afar  and  sow  the  seed,  and  patiently  wait  fo: 
the  Lord  to  send  the  harvest. 

For  me  thinks  I cam  hear  them  as  they  plead. 

“Do  you  know  there’s  one  who  loves  thee 
Poor  and  loveless  thou  are 

That  the  tender  peerless  Savior 
Longs  to  fold  thee,  to  his  heart?” 

Then,  poor  despairing,  out  cast  one, 

Oh,  come  while  ’tis  called,  “To-day!” 

Tomorrow  ne’er  may  dawn  for  thee, 

For  ithe  Christ  is  on  his  way.” 

“What  the  missionaries  did  was  a work  of  faith  and  a 
labor  of  love.” 

“Sacred  is  the  trust  now  committed  to  us.”  A sublime 
honor  has  fallen  upon  us.  To  oare  for  the  church  and  tdvance 
its  work  which  was  begun  years  ago.” 

Valley  Creek  Church. 

Is  located  in  Dallas  County,  Alabama,  neair  the  northern 
part  of  the  county  about  five  miles  north-west  of  Selma  on  the 
hills  between  the  Range  Line  and  Summerfield  roads,  in 
Pleasant  Valley,  and  about  one -half  mile  from  the  creek; 
hence,  the  organization  i's  known  as  “Valley  Creek  Church.” 
The  situation  itself  tells  of  God’s  love,  there  beneath  the 
shadows  of  the  oaks,  she  stands;  the  gentle  zephyrs  kiss  the 
century  worn  cheek — and  the  birds  make  glad  the  hallowed, 
spot  as  they  warble  their  merry  songs,  the  creek  with  her  gen- 
tle ripple  lulls  the  night  fall  to  sleep  and  laughs  the  morning 
sun  to  brightness  and,  “makes  the  meadow  green  and  proud.” 

The  Organization. 

The  date  of  the  organization  is  uncertain,  it  is  suppos- 
ed by  some  to  have  been  as  early  ais  1817,  others  give  the  date 
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1818  amid  1819.  It  is  very  evident  there  had  been  preaching' 
occasionally  in  this  nieghborhood,  as  early  as  1817  under  the 
forest  oakis.  But  the  first  sermon  which  clam  be  reliably  au- 
thenticated was  under  the  spreading  oak  near  where  once  stood 
the  home  of  Mr.  Robert  Morrison  in  1818.  This  Missionary 
was  sent  by  the  (New  York  Presbytery.  The  second  sermon 
was  near  the  'spot  where  the  church  now  stands  in  front  of 
Mr.  David  Russells  home,  but  time,  many  years  ago  saw  this 
home  decay  and  there  now  only  a ifew  brick  remain  to  mark 
the  spot. 

When  this  church  was  organized  the  Indians  still  roamed 
the  forest,  the  state  had  just  been  admitted  and  Dallas  County 
laid  out.  William  Wyatte  Biibb,  was  Governor;  a Virginian 
by  birth,  a graduate  of  William  and  Mary  College  and  a physi- 
cian by  practice. 

In  1817  from  Mecklenburg,  N.  C.,  eight  Scotch- 
Irish  families  started  on  the  long  journey  to  Pleasant  Valley, 
Alabama.  Passing  Port  Jackson,  four  families,  decided  to  re- 
main over  land  make  a crop  of  Indian  corn  before  going  further 
Unto  the  wilderness.  Afterwards  they  floated  down  the  Ala- 
bama river  to  Moores’  Bluff,  (now  called  Selma.)  Wm.  Mor- 
rison, the  apostle  of  the  valley,  his  brothers  Robert,  Carson 
and  John,  Christopher  Osborne,  Enoch  Morgan  and  Major 
James  Russell,  (see  Picketts  history)  land  their  families  were 
the  first  pale  faces  who  began  the  clearing  of  forests,  building 
of  roads  and  homes  and  tilling  the  soil  in  a new  land  where 
“Nature  oftener  took  the  Indian’s  part.”  Scarcely  were  the 
chimneys  of  their  crude  homes  completed  before  a log  church 
was  erected  near  the  site  of  the  present  structure.  Here, 
each  Sabbath  morning  these  Scotch  Presbyterians  assembled 
and  read  from  a book  of  sermons  brought  from  their  home  far 
across  the  seas  words  of  comfort  and  hope. 

(Selma  Journal,  by  Mrs.  Ida  M.  Peacock.) 

The  states  contributing  mostly  to  swell  the  population; 
were  Virginia,  North  and  South:  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Ten- 
nessee but  .some  few  came  'from  the  New  England  States. 
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The  emigrants  were  not  wealthy,  as  a rule;  'but  neither 
were  they  shiftless  out-ciasts  from  the  older  sitates. 

They  were  people  iwho  wished  to  better  their  condition 
and  were  not  afraid  of  long  journeys  or  of  facing  rough 
surroundings,  yet  -some  were  rich  planters  and  large  slave  own- 
ers. Agriculture  was  the  chief  industry,  those  who  were  not 
engaged  in  planting  were  occupied  in  furnishing  supplies  to 
the  planters  or  handling  their  crops.  The  principal  crop  was 
cotton,  and  for  years  the  people  rested  content  with  one  gift  of 
nature,  leaving  a later  generation  to  profit  by  the  wonderful 
imiinerail  riches  hidden  in  mother  earth.  We  must  remembei 
at  that  time  Alabama  was  without  ia  railroad  making  trans- 
portation very  difficult.  “It  was  not  until  1831  a railroad  was 
begun  between  Tuscumbia  and  Decatur,  they  were  three  years 
constructing  forty-four  miles,  (Picketts’.)  When  we  con- 
sider ’the  many  difficulties,  which  -o-ur  God  feiaring  ancestors 
surmounted;  should  we  not  look  around  and  be  more  thank- 
ful for  our  many  blessings?  And  in  deep  gratitude  -cry,  as  the 
Psalmist;  “Bless  the  Lord,  oh,  my  soul  and  all  that  is  within 
me,  bless  !His  Moly  name.”  These  who  were  so  full  of  enthu- 
siasm, so  full  of  the  love  of  country  and  itlheir  God,,  soon  out- 
grew thie  little  log  house;  and  built  one  more  commodious  and 
enjoyed  greater  comforts  land  blessings  from,  “The  hand  of 
Him,  who  doeth  all  things  well.”  This  frame  building  was 
very  icomf  or  table. 

The  odd  style  of  the  pulpit  was  one  of  its  great  attrac- 
tions. It  was  very  high  from  the  floor.  The  minister  came  in 
at  a little  door  near  the  pulpit,  (walked  in  front  of  the  pulpit 
to  the  further  side,  opened  a small  door  leading  to  his  seat 
inside  of  Ihe  enclosure;  the  door  was  then  closed.  On  either 
side  of  the  pul-pilt  were  doors  leading  from  out  of  doors  the 
congregation  came  in  through  them.  In  the  rear  of  the  church 
was  a division  of  seats  for  the  slaves.  There  were  two  isles 
arranged  similar  to  the  present  church.  There  was  no  musi- 
cal instrument,  save  the  old  time  tuning  fork  in  either  the 
little  log  house  or  the  frame  building.  It  was  ^generally  the 
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privilege  of  one  of  those  sainted  fathers  or  mothes  of  Israel 
to  raise  the  tune,  how  those  walls  echoed  and  re-echoed  those 
hallowed  tunes,  so  sacred  to  their  memory.  No  grander  music 
ever  swelled  the  breezes,  no  cords  more  solemn  ever  passed 
the  portals  of  Glory;  than  those  sung  by  your  garndsires,  and 
reverberated  by  the  walls  of  Valley  Creek  Church.  The  com- 
munion set  was  not  that  of  the  presept,  it  was  a very  hand- 
some lin  appearance  but  bore  ain  antique  look,  it  was  not  silver 
but  possessed  laill  the  brightness  of  sterling  ware,  lit  was  the 
old  Brytania  ware,  so  much  valued  in  former  days;  but  it  was 
burned  when  Mr.  Benjamin  Glass’  house  was  burned,  he  being 
an  elder  had  charge  of  those  things  with  some  church  records. 
The  communion  was  served  quite  differently  from  the  present 
mode;  there  iwas  a very  long  table  always  kept  in  front  of  the 
pulpit,  and  wooden  benches,  the  communicants  went  forward 
and)  sat  around  this  table  and  were  served;  then  returning 
quietly  to  their  seats. 

The  frame  church  for  many  years  was  a,n  uncoiled  build- 
ing, the  congregation  felt  the  need  of  improvements,  so, 
through  the  management  of  the  good  women  all  difficulties 
were  overcome  and  the  church  was  nicely  sealed.  The  contract 
was  given  to  Mr.  Benton. 

The  original  members  of  the  old  brush  arbor  organiza- 
tion have  gone  to  their  rest;  there  are  some  few  of  theiir  chil- 
dren left,  many  grand  children,  the  great-grand  children  are 
many.  In  passing,  I shall  call  to  the  minds  of  our  readers  a 
few  of  the  surviving  children  of  the  senior  members.  Mrs. 
Benj.  Russell,  perhaps  better  known  as  “Aunt  Jane,”  daughter 
Of  Enoch  Morgan,  one  of  the  original  promoters,  and  an  elder. 
She  was  born  December  21,  1828. 

Mrs.  Kate  Boggs,  wife  of  M.  R.  Boggs  and  daughter  of 
Benjamin  A.  Glass  another  elder  of  the  early  days. 

Mrs.  Mary  Hopkins. 

Mrs.  Mary  Cole. 

Mrs.  Eliza  J.  Cothran,  nee  Miss  Callen. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Gilmer,  son  of  James  and  Rachel  Gilmer. 
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Mr.  Osborn,  son  of  Christopher  Osborn. 

Mr.  Daniel  Kenan. 

Miss  Rill  Roller. 

If  there  are  others  now  living  who  have  children  of  the 
organizers,  the  writer  could  not  'learn  their  names.  The  Pick- 
ens, Blairs,  Goldsbys,  'Calhouns,  Remans,  Irwins, 
Kings,  Blevins,  Marshalls,  Taggarts,  McCurdys,  Phillips,  Gil- 
mers, Oallens  were  among  the  early  settlers;  but  according  to 
history  the  Morrisons,  Morgans,  Russells  and  Osbornes  were 
the  first  to  break  the  soil. 

In  1835  the  first  camp  meeting  was  held  at  Valley  Creek, 
these  meetings  iwere  held  each  year  for  many  years.  A larg 
brush  arbor  was  built  to  accommodate  the  crowds  who  atten- 
ded as  the  church  was  not  large  enough.  I am  told,  that 
many  lived  too  far  to  go  home  and  return  each  diaiy;  built 
tents  and  camped  near  the  great  arbor;  that  they  might  attend 
each  service  and  not  cause  perhaps  a spiritual  lull  by  seeming 
indifferent.  “By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them.” 

Bacon  hath  said,  “if  a man  be  gracious  to  a stranger,  it 
shows  that  he  is  a citizen  of  the  world,  and  his  heart  is  no  is- 
land cut  off  from  other  islands,  but  a continnet  that  joins 
them.”  So  these  people  by  their  generosity,  nobility,  open 
iheartedness  land  loyalty  to  their  country  and  their  God;  now 
stand  as  a continent  built  of  solid  -rock,  “a  tower  of  strength 
extending  to  the  “Rock  of  Ages.” 

It  was  not  long  after  the  church  was  duly  organized,  that 
a plot  of  ground  was  laid  out  as  a burying  place  for  their  dead. 
It  contained  about  two  acres,  this  land  is  a part  of  Benj.  A. 
Glass’  original  estate.  It  is  situated  a quarter  of  a mile  from 
Valley  Creek  Church,  iNorth-west.  Whether  this  tract  was 
purchased  or  donated  the  iwriter  could  not  learn,  if  is  (believed 
by  some  to  have  been  donated,  recently  about  two  more  acres 
were  obtained  from  the  same  estate.  The  first  little  grave  in 
the  former  plot  was  a child  of  Mr.  David  Russell,  he  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  church.  “A  little  child  shall  lead 
them.”  When  this  little  one  died  the  burial  ground  had  not 
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been  selected.  But  Mr.  Russell  chose  this  spot  for  the  last 
resting  place  of  his  little  child,  this  being  such  a,  beautiful 
site,  it  was  obtained  for  the  Valley  Creek  Cemetery.  The 
good  and  faithful  women  of  the  church  years  before  the  war, 
have  the  credit  of  raising  themoney  to  build  the  brick  wall, 
which  now  partly  stands  as  an  enclosure,  the  rest  of  it  having 
fallen  down. 

The  workmanship  being  inferior  or  the  water  standing 
against  it  caused'  it  to  give  away.  Now,  for  almost  a century 
the  inhabitants  of  this  region  of  country  have  brought  itheir 
dead.  The  first  made  grave  in  the  new  tract,  is  that  of  little 
Alice  Rountree,  daughter  of  Robert  M.  and  Mattie  Moore 
Rountree.  These  plots  are  the  sleeping  places  of  a large  con- 
gregation. Doubtless  many  more  sleep  beneath  the  sod,  than 
walk  above  to  tell  of  the  past. 

‘•This  City  of  Rest”  is  studded  over  with  many  head- 
stones, as  memorials  of  the  dead  as  as,  loving  tributes  of 
respect  from  the  living. 

There  is  nothing  striking  or  peculiar  concerning  the  head 
stones,  they  are  all  plain  and  solid  reminding  one  of  a good 
substantial  people.  Believing  the  monuments  in  a cemetery 
or  grave  yard,  a fair  index  of  the  former  social  equality  or  dif- 
ferences among  the  dead,  as  the  styles  of  houses  among  the 
living. 

When  passing  through  a country  and  you  observe  great 
and  massive  houses  almost  a rivalry  to  a palace.  You  will 
see  in  that  cemetery  proud  monuments  or  towering  obelisks 
■rising  aloft  to  mark  the  graves  of  the  deaid'. 

In  our  Valley  Creek  cemetery,  we  find  those  stones  which 
are  indicative  of  a refined,  a iproud  and  an  unassuming  people. 

Graves  are  found  there,  marked  as  early  as  1823,  there 
are  others  who  have  not  a grave  stone,  who  were  placed  there 
before  the  mentioned  date.  In  this  quiet  place  of  rest,  there 
sleep  heroes  of  the  Rvolutionary  War;  some  of  1812  and 
many  who  sihed  their  blood  in  the  Civil  War.  Time  hath 
wrought  its  changes,  even  in  the  cemetery  many  of  the  head- 
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stones  and  monuments  are  dark  from  exposure,  having  (been 
a sentinel  for  almost  ten  decades,  watching  and  marking  out 
the  resting  place  of  the  loved  ones  gone  before.  The  twittv;r- 
ing  birds  are  singing  above  their  lonely  graves,  but;  “the 
speechless  babe  and  the  gray  headed  man,  shall  one  by  one  be 
gathered  by  their  sides.”  The  original  lands  all  around  Valley 
Creek  were  fertile  and  valuable.  These  early  settlers  were 
known  (for  their  energy,  their  love  of  country  and  high  stan- 
dard of  morality;  none,  since,  have  loved  the  house  of  Gad 
more  than  they.  Think  of  this  section  of  country,  as  once  an 
unbroken,  uncultivated!  forest,  the  home  of  the  Red  Man  and 
they  had  but  little  disturbed  the  virgin  soil.  .No  market,  no 
railroad,  not  even  a,  mill  whistle  to  break  the  sighs  of  the 
zephyrs,  as  they  swept  through  the  trees,  a sublime  soberness 
pervaded  all  nature.  They  could  but  say,  “who  is  king  of  all 
this  glory?”  “The  Lord  of  Host,  he  is  King  of  Glory.”  Now 
the  woodman’s  axe  is  heard  to  echo  through  the  stillness. 
The  white  faces  at  first  were  few  in  number,  but  dauntless  in 
couage.  The  settlers  of  Pleasant  Valley  were  nearly  all 
Scotch-Irish  decent,  they  are  the  puritans  of  the  South,  the 
Blue  Stockings  of  all  countries.  The  emigrants;  says  Rev. 
John  Douglas,  came  to  this  country  through  two  avenues  or 
routes.  The  one  by  the  Delaware,  their  chief  port  Philadelphia 
the  other  a more  southern  landing  the  port  of  Charleston  South 
Carolina.  Those  who  landed  at  Chaleston  continued  their 
journey  till  they  pitched  their  tents  by  some  cool  spring  in  fhe 
head-land  or  mountains.  Those  who  landed1  in  Philadelphia 
tarried  'perhaps  a few  years  in  the  western  part  of  the  state, 
then  emigrated  to  a more  temaprate  climate  of  Virginia,  or 
the  Carolinas,  after  transcending  the  mountain  they  followed 
down  the  stream  till  they  met  the  flood-tide  of  up  current, 
when  from  a common  sympathy  or  la  natural  idiosyncrasy  or 
speaking  the  same  vernacular  or  a still  stronger  reason  from 
being  educated  in  the  same  religious  creed,  they  readily 
ooaleacad  and  formed  the.  same  society  and  worshipping  as 
semblies.  This  latter  was  the  magnet  which  drew  them  to- 
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gether  and  bound  'them  more  firmly  than  any  other  tie.” 

So  we  have  learned  the  greater  number  of  our  primitive 
Valley  Creek  settlers  were  from  Virginia  or  the  Garolinas. 

‘‘Hither  to  the  Lord  hath  brought  us,” 

Here/ ‘‘Bethel  I’ll  raise.” 

Just  here  I shall  take  the  liberty  of  quoting  from  a letter 
by  Dr.  Rumple,  (now  deceased,)  who  for  many  years  was 
pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Salisbury,  North  Carolina. 
He  says,  ‘‘On  the  West  coast  side  of  Scotland  almost  Norrh 
of  Ireland,  is  situated  the  large  island  called  Lewis,  one  of  the 
Hebredes.  Four  years  after  the  famous  battle  of  Culloden 
Moss,  where  Charles  Edward,  the  Pretender  was  defeated  and 
put  to  flight,  three  brothers,  James,  John  and  Robert  Morri- 
son left  tihe  Island  of  Lewis  and  sailed  to  America.  After 
tarrying  a brief  time  in  Pennsylvania  they  joined  the  current 
of  Scotch-Irish  emigrants  that  was  flowing  Southward  and 
settling  in  the  region  now  so  well  known  as  th£  Rocky  River 
Congregation,”  in  Cabarrus  County,  North  Carolina.  James, 
the  eldest  of  these  died  in  1804,  he  was  one  of  the  first  elders 
of  Rocky  River  Church,  his  eldest  son  William  succeeded  him 
in  the  eldership  and  served  till  1816,  when  he  moved  to  Ala- 
bama and  settled  near  Selma.  There  he  showed  such  zeal  in 
building  up  the  church  he  was  called  the  ‘‘Apostle  of  the  Val- 
ley.” 

He  was  one  of  the  first  elders  in  Valley  Creek  Church. 
His  descendants  are  still  elders,  deacons,  Sunday  School 
■teachers  and  useful  members  in  the  church  of  their  fore-fa- 
thers, from  this  family  sprung  a long  line  of  ministers,  moru 
than  fifty  have  and  are  preaching  the  word  of  God.  We  do  not 
think  it  would  be  a mistake  to  say  that  our  Valley  Creek 
Church  has  its  origin  in  the  Rocky  River  Church  of  North 
Carolina.  For  the  knowledge  of  'those  who  do  not  know  let 
us  state  that  at  first  and  prior  to  the  organization  of  the 
General  Assembly  and  this  church,  the  Presbyterian  church  was 
composed  of  iai  single  Presbytery,  viz:  Philadelphia,  consist- 

ing at  its  organization,  in  1706  of  seven  ministers  and  three 
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churches,  this  was  the  only  governing  body  till  1717.  The 
church  had  so  increased,  it  was  determined  to  sub-divide  the 
existing  body  into  at  least  three  other  Presbyteries,  which 
were  to  constitute  a synod,  which  should  meet  annually.  Thus 
the  Synod  of  Philadelphia  wias  formed  in  1717  and  continued 
to  be  the  chief  Judicatory  of  the  church  till  1741,  when  a di- 
vision to  oh  iplace  in  the  synod,  owing  to  a diversity  of  senti- 
ment among  its  members — called,  “Old  and  New  sides.”  It 
was  then  divided  into  two  co-oriddnate  bodies  called  the 
synod  of  Philadelphia  and  the  synod  of  New  York.  These  two 
separate  bodies  continued  till  1788.  When  this  synod  was 
divided  into  four  synods,  viz:  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Phila- 

delphia. Virginia  and  the  Carolinas.  Out  of  these  was  formed 
the  General  Assembly,  which  met  for  the  first  time  in  Phila- 
delphia, May  21,  1789  and  was  opened  with  a sermon  by 
Rev.  John  Witherspoon,  D.  D.,  after  which  Rev.  John  Rodgers, 
D.  D.,  was  elected  the  first  moderator  land  from  that  to  the 
present  continued1  to  be  the  highest  court  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Organization. 

After  examining  carefully  into  facts,  we  shall  consider  the 
date  of  the  organization  of  our  Valley  Creek  Church  1818  by 
Rev.  Francis  Porter,  of  Long  Cane  Church,  Abbeville  District, 
South  Carolina,  under  la  brush  arbor  with  logs  for  seats. 
Mr.  Porter  was  called  as  pastor  of  this  church,  besides  being 
the  pastor  he  taught  a little  school  in  a little  log  house  not  far 
from  the  church  he  in  his  humble  way  told  of  the  love  of  our 
dying  iSavior,  and  his  spare  moments  were  spent  digging  and 
delving  with  the  minds  of  the  children,  teaching  the  “young 
idea  how  to  shoot.”  How  long  he  was  pastor  is  not  authenti- 
cally known.  Rev.  iSloss  was  an  early  minister,  his  date  could 
not  be  ascertained. 

At  the  organization  of  the  church  William  Morrison,  who 
was  elder  in  the  Rocky  River  Church,  North  Carolina,  was 
made  elder  in  Valley  Creek  Church,  with  his  brother  Robert 
iMorrison,  David  Russell  and  Enoch  Morgan,  all  from  North 
Carolina/ 


Third  Pastor. 

Rev.  Thomas  Alexander  became , pastor  albout  1822  and 
served  faithfully  for  fourteen  years,  while  in  his  charge  he  did 
a great  deal  of  evangelistic  work. 

Fourth  Pastor. 

Rev.  Junius  B.  King  was  fourteen  years  pastor,  he  began 
the  pastorate  about  1836.  His  attention  to  his  flock  was  un- 
remitting and  God  blessed  Oris  labor  of  love.  The  work  of 
the  Lord  prospered  in  his  hands,  it  was  in  the  midst  oif  -his 
usefulness  he  was  taiken  away,  his  remains  are  in  Valley 
Creek  Cemetery.  He  died  November  22,  1850.  His  friends 
of  the  church  who  loved'  him  so  devotedly  erected  a monument 
to  his  memory. 

The  elders  installed  during  his  time  of  service.  Samuel 
H.  N.  Dickson,  Ira  Sterdevant,  Samuel  B.  Pickens,  John  N. 
Taggart. 

Elders  ordained.  John  C.  McNair,  Samuel  B.  Pickens, 
deacon  then  elder. 

Fifth  and  Sixth  Pastors. 

Revs.  George  Bell  and  Henry  Pharr,  were  pastors  in  the 

50’s. 

Seventh  Pastor. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Watson  began  in  the  50’s  and  remained  till 
1868,  he  was  pastor  during  the  turmoil  and  blood-shed  of 
wair,  he  always  bore  a brave  face  and  his  words  were  always 
encouraging.  He  died  October  7th,  1891  at  his  home  near 
Petersburg,  Tennessee,  age  71.  Mr.  Watson  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, February  3,  1820.  His  childhood  was  sepnt  in  Mobile, 
about  the  age  of  twenty  he  left  that  city  to  study  for  the  Gos- 
pel Ministry.  In  the  fall  of  1850  he  began  work  at  Unity 
Church,  Middle  Tennessee.  He  served  also  the  churches  of 
Middleton,  Rutherford,  Allisonia,  Laurel  Hill,  Fayetteville 
and  Reese’s  church,  Tennessee.  Later  he  labored  at  Valley 
Creek  Church,  near  Selma,  serving  there  ten  years,  he  was 
called  to  take  charge  of  the  Evangelistic  work  in  Tuscaloosa 
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Presbytery,  afterwards  be  took  charge  of  the  Second  Pres- 
terihn  church  in  Birmingham.  We  all  reverence  his  noble 
manly  'Christian  life,  we  love  and  will  cherish  his  sainted 
memory. 

The  Elders  installed  during  Rev.  Watson’s  pastorate. — 
Jas.  E.  'Morrison,  (deacon  then  elder).  James  Kenan. 

Deacons  Installed. — 'George  C.  Phillips. 

Eighth  Pastor. 

Rev.  G.  W.  Boggs,  came  November  1868,  stayed  till  1875, 
the  pangs  of  wiar  were  still  felt  and  confusion  reigned.  Mr. 
Boggs  turned  much  of  Ihis  attention  to  the  young. 

The  good  counsel  he  gave  to  them  had  much  weight  in 
making  them  the  leading  men  and  women  of  the  church  today. 
He  feared  nothing  when  doing  his  duty.  Elders  ordained  by 
Rev.  Boggs. — G.  M.  Callen,  Virgil  Irwin. 

Deacons  Ordained. — Robert  W.  Morrison. 

Just  here  I feel  it  my  duty  to  ipraise  the  good  women  of 
the  church.  Wo  have  praised  the  nobility  of  our  men, 
were  they  alone  in  all  these  trials,  all  these  pleasures?  The 
women  since  creation  have  been  the  leaders  in  building  monu- 
ments and  erecting  towers.  So  these  men  found  in  their  good 
wives,  sisters  and  mothers  great  help  meets,  a very  pleasant 
help  in  time  of  trouble.  While  the  good  man  of  the  house — 
was  weilding  the  axe  and  the  hammer,  grinding  at  the  mill, 
upturning  the  soil,  clearing  away  the  forest,  their  wives  were 
always  found  where  duty  called  them.  We  could  hardly  be 
lieve  that  our  dear  old  church,  Valley  Creek,  would  stand  the 
monument  she  does  had  it  not  been  ifor  some  assistance  from 
the  God  fearing  women  who  sang  the  praises  of  God  as 
they  moved  about  their  thumb  le  log  cabin  homes;  which  in  la- 
ter years  were  'remodeled  or  rebuilt  and  designed  into  hand- 
some homes.  I shall  steal  a few  moments  of  my  readers 
time  and  relate  a few  deeds  of  nobleness  and  patriotism  per- 
formed by  our  Valley  Creek  women.  They  organized  an  aid 
society,  to  do  all  they  could  to  alleviate  the  suffering  and 
give  comfort  to  our  soldiers. 
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Besides  spinning  and  weaving  for  their  own  household, 
they  wrote  to  the  Governor  for  cloth  to  make  clothes  of  all 
kinds  of  the  soldiers.  He  responded  by  sending  them  bolts  of 
cloth.  The  basement  of  the  church  was  their  gathering  place, 
here  the  work  was  cut  and  equally  distributed.  Socks  were 
knit  by  the  dozen  pairs,  one  lady  obligated  herself  to  knit 
twenty-five  dozen  (pairs.  At  the  organization  of  this  band  of 
“willing  workers,”  Mrs.  Mary  Pinckney  Russell  Mcllwain  was 
made  president.  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Morrison  Russell,  Secretary. 
With  all  this  bearing  upon  them  they  did  not  forget  the 
heathen  in  their  darkness,  but  kept  a torch  burning  for  them, 
which  sent  a ray  of  light  far  across  the  sea.  Miss  Jenny 
McMuriry  was  a great  spirit  wending  her  way  from  home  to 
home,  carrying  her  Bible  and  knitting  in  her  reticule,  praying 
and  pleading  for  our  sisters  /and  brothers  in  the  dark  lands. 
This  spirit  for  foreign  missions  was  constantly  kept  ablaze. 
It  was  stated  in  one  of  our  papers  that  Valley  Creek  Church 
was  second  in  her  foreign  mission  contribution,  considering 
her  membership  and  wealth.  The  soldiers  attended  the  Valley 
Creek  Church  while  they  encamped  at  Kenan’s  Mill. 

After  the  war  though  disturbed,  crushed  and  dishartened 
our  God  fearing  people  hoped  for  and  could  see  the  dawning 
of  better  times,  they  could  see  the  light  bursting  forth,  they 
looked  to  a Heavenly  Father,  humbly  trusting  that  he  would 
hear  their  prayers.  This  congregation,  through  faith  in  their 
Master  held  firmly,  in  about  1873  the  crops  were  a 
failure,  their  families  could  hardly  be  sustained;  through  all 
this  time  of  want  the  church  was  not  neglected. 

Tenth  Pastor. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Carothers  was  pastor  from,  1876  till  his  death 
March  1886,  his  life  abounded  in  acts  of  kindness  and  friendly 
assistance  under  all  circumstances,  he  bore  himself  with  mod- 
eration, dignity  and  simplicity,  his  highest  aim  in  life  was 
to  do  his  Mlaster’s  will.  I find  the  following  clipping  preserved 
in  a scrap  book  of  one  who  loved!  him.  I take  the  liberty  to 
republish  it: 
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“Valley  Creek  'Church,  April  20,  1881.” 

Rev.  W.  W.  Carothers  writes  we  have  just  enjoyed  a most 
precious  communion  service  at  Old  Valley  Greek  Church  in 
•the  Presbytery  of  South  Alabama.  During  the  past  few  years, 
God  has  greatly  afflicted  this  church,  taking  away  from  us  by 
death  one  after  another  of  our  members  and  several  of  our 
most  beloved  chu*rch  officers,,  and  leading  to  other  localities 
some  of  our  excellent  members  with  their  families.  Our  con- 
gregations were  materially  affected  by  'these  causes;  and  the 
church  session  was  reduced  to  two  members,  one  of  these  on 
account  of  very  feeble  health,  being  unable  except  very  rarely, 
to  attend  the  church  services,  my  own  heart  was  sad,  and  a 
spirit  of  gloom  seemed  to  pervade  the  church.  But  on  last 
Saturday,  April  16,  1881,  we  ordained  and  installed  two  addi- 
tional ruling  elders,  viz:  Mr.  William  J.  Morrison  and  Mr. 

Wm.  M.  Carothers.  The  services  both  on  (Saturday  and  Sab- 
bath, appeared  to  Ibe  peculiarly  solemn  land  impressive  and  1 
trust  the  Master  was  with  us  to  comfort  our  hearts  and  stren- 
gthen our  hands.  Eight  persons  united  with  the  church,  six 
on  profession  of  faith  and  two  by  certificate.  There  are  still 
some  others  who  I trust  will  ere  long  profess  Christ  and  cast 
in  their  lot  with  us.  “My  heart  is  filled  with  gratitude  to  God 
for  his  great  goodness,”  and  I plead  with  him  for  his  con- 
tinued favor  and  enlarged  blessings.” 

Mr.  Carothers  is  buried  in  Valley  Creek  Cemetery,  he  was 
a pastor  beloved  and  missed  by  all. 

Deacons  installed  by  Rev.  W.  W.  Garothers. — J.  H.  Mcll- 
wain,  Wm.  J.  Morrison,  R.  Russell  Carothers,  R.  Howard 
Jones. 

Elders  ordained. — R.  W.  Morrison,  Wm.  'M.  Carothers, 
Wm.  J.  A.  Morrison. 

Eleventh  Pastor. 

Rev.  James  A.  McLees,  1886-.1888. 

Eledrs  Ordained. — Wm.  J.  Waugh,  Jas  M.  Carothers. 

Deacons  Installed. 
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Twelfth  Pastor. 

Rev.  A.  iS.  Doiak,  1888-1891. 

Elders  Ordained. — A.  L.  Gilmer,  (Mr.  Gilmer  is  one  of  the 
oldest  living  members  of  the  church.) 

Thirteenth  Pastor. 

Rev.  H.  E.  McClure,  1892-1900. 

iMt.  McClure  was  much  beloved,  he  was  thoughtful  and 
congenial  in  his  home  and  always  on  the  elert  to  promote  iiis 
Masters  Kingdom.  He  was  the  first  to  occupy  the  new 
manse  at  Valley  Creek,  his  doors  were  opened  in  love  to  all. 

Deacons  instiailled  by  Rev.  H.  E.  McClure. — Thom  a 3 

Kenan,  Chas.  Irwin,  W.  J.  Rountree. 

Elders  Ordained.— R.  Howard  Jones.  (Served  as  Deacon 
then  Elder.)  R.  M.  Rountree. 

Fourteenth  Pastor. 

Rev.  Francis  Tappy,  1900-1903. 

Rev.  Francis  Tappy  was  born  in  Petersburg,  Virginia, 
some  of  his  ancestors  having  been  in  that  state  from  the 
earliest  days  of  its  settlement  and  once  one  having  been  a refu- 
gee from  France  after  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes.  In 
early  life  Mr.  Tappy  united  with  the  Washington  Street 
Presbyter  lain  Church.  He  attended  the  school  of  his  home 
and  afterwards  Hampden,  Sidney  College  Virginia.  After 
several  years  spent  in  business  iMr.  Tappy,  feeling  that  God 
had  called  him  to  the  ministry  gave  up  his  business  and  took 
the  Theological  course  at  Louisville  Presbyterian  Seminary, 
completing  his  course  he  came  salt  once  to  Alabama,  having 
determined  to  do  mission  work  for  at  least  a few  years  preach- 
ing his  first  sermon  at  Catherine,  Alabama  May  1,  1897.  After 
spending  several  years  with  the  weaker  churches  of  Tusca- 
loosa Presbytery,  he  accepted  la < call  to  the  historic  Valle} 
Creek  Church  near  Selma.  Beginning  his  work  there  the 
second  Sabbath  in  May  1900.  Meanwhile  the  Presbytery  of 
Tuscaloosa  had  licensed  him.  to  preach  the  gospel  as  a “Pro- 
bationer for  the  Gospel  Ministry’’  at  an  'adjourned  meeting 
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held  in  the  First  Church,  Selma, , on  May  18,  1897  and  had  or- 
dained him  to  the  Ministry  on  December  6.  189  7 at  the  regu- 
lar fall  meeting  held'  at  Eutaw,  Alabama.  On  February  1, 
1903,  he  was  called  to  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Huntsville,  Alabama,  where  Ihe  yet  remains  as  pastor.  On 
December  16,  1897,  Mr.  Tappey  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Sarah  Strother  Robins,  daughter  of  Col.  and  Mrs.  Joe 
Robins,  of  Wilcox  county,  she  has  proved  a veritable  “help 
mete”  to  her  husband  in  every  field  of  labor. 

Deacons  Installed  by  Mr.  Tappey.. — W.  E.  Callen,  J.  E. 
Morrison,  Wm,.  Russell  Jones. 

Elders  Ordained. — D.  B.  McMillian. 

Fifteenth  Pastor. 

Rev.  R.  F.  Otts,  1903-1906. 

Sixteenth  Pastor. 

Rev.  T.  A.  Bradshaw,  remained  a few  months. 

Seventeenth  Pastor. 

Rev.  'Junius  Marcus  Batte,  the  present  incumbent  of  the 
pastorate  of  Valley  Creek  Church,  was  born  in  Panola  County, 
Miss.,  son  of  Richard  Baugh  and  Mollie  Louice  Batte,  both 
Virginians.  His  home  .'from  early  childhood  was  Jaokson, 
Miss.,  his  father  being  engaged  there  in  business.  Mr.  Batte 
united  with  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  at  the  age  of 
twelve  of  which  his  father  was  a greatly  beloved  deacon. 

But  after  the  war  financial  trouble  embarrassed  the  home 
this  causing  (himself  and  his  two  brothers  to  battle  in  the  tide 
of  life  to  help  the  family.  Mr.  Batte  after  serving  one  firm 
for  seven  years,  decided  to  swim  the  tide  alone  and  own  his 
business,  which  he  did  and  managed  it  successfully.  He  mar- 
ried when  about  twenty-one  to  Miss  Bailie  Fitzgerald,  of 
■Sardis,  Miss.,  a most  noble  Christian  woman. 

Shortly  after  that  time  he  felt  called  to  the  Gospel  Min- 
istry, he  responded  to  the  call  and  resumed  his  college  course, 
having  «ai  small  family  to  support  and  himself  to  educate,  he 
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battled  on  the  way,  he  thought  the  guiding  Providence  led 
him.  Through  many  difficulties  land  discouragements  he 
conquered  and  won  the  prize  of  the  high  calling,  finishing  his 
course  at  the  Louisville  Theological  Seminary,  was  licensed 
to  preach  the  Gospel,  April  1895,  by  the  Noirth  Mississippi 
Presbytery.  Few  men  have  fought  more  bravely  than  he. 
He  has  been  a successful  minister  taind  has  always  been  much 
beloved  and  appreciated  in  his  'congregations. 

His  ancestors  on  his  father’s . side  were  French-Hugue- 
nots, but  during  the  great  persecution,  they  emigrated  to 
Yorkshire,  England,  where  they  built  Mansell  Castle,  which 
for  generations  has  been  the  home  of  some  of  the  family, 
who  have  always  stood  for  truth  and  right.  His  great-grand- 
father emigrated  to  Virginia  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seven- 
teenth century.  Mr.  Batte  is  a decendent  from,  a long  line 
of  ministers  many  having  distinguished  themselves  in  Ameri- 
can pulpits.  His  mother  was  known  for  her  piety  and  sought 
diligently  to  instruct  her  children  in  the  “paths  of  righteous- 
ness. ’’  In  his  every  day  walk,  he  shows  the  training  of  that 
gentle  motherly  hand  that  taught  him  daily  the  ways  of  love 
and  purity.  Mr.  Batte  losing  his  first  wife  was  married  again  to 
Miss  Katherine  Alice  Shipman,  of  Salem,  Virginia,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  M.  Shipmiain.  Mrs.  Batte  is  an  accomplish- 
ed woman,  capable  of  adapting  herself  to  all  circumstances, 
and  is  a great  help  to  her  husband  in  his  work.  He  is  a gifted 
Minister  besides  having  great  evangelistic  powers.  In  his 
pastorate  of  about  fourteen  years  he  has  been  instrumental 
in  adding  1,200  members  to  the  communion.  Mr.  Batte  was 
called  to  his  present  charge  August  1908,  was  installed  at 
Valley  Creek  Church  in  October  and  at  Pisgah  in  November. 

The  Old  Valley  Creek  Church. 

It  was  my  pleasure  on  Sunday,  October  25,  1908  to  at- 
tend the  installation  services  of  Rev.  Junuis  ,M.  Batte  at  the 
Old  Vailley  Creek  Church  near  Selma,  Alabama.  She  is  the 
mother  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Selma,  and  the 
grandmother  of  the  Alabama  Street  Church,  Selma. 
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My  heart  swelld  with  pride  as  I gazed  upon  those  sa-cred 
walls  built  there  almost  a century  ago.  Tihe  gray-headed 
fathers  and  mothers  have  crossed  to  the  other  side.  They 
are  singing  the  anthems  in  that  happy  land,  “that  is  fairer 
than  day.”  But  they  have  left  behind  a legacy  of  which  Pres- 
byterians should  ibe  proud — a buildiing  wlhieh  has  stood  the 
storms  of  years.  She  is  still  holding  out  the  banner  of  the 
cross  of  Christ  and  crying,  “I  rooked  your  fathers  and'  mothers 
in  the  cradlle  of  Christ’s  love,  now,  as  the  century  presses 
heavily  upon  my  brow,  hold  my  hands  that  I,  too,  may  rock 
you  in  the  cradle  of  love  for  the  sake  of  him  who  died  for  you 
upon  Calvary’s  brow.” 

The  church  was  filled  with  those  who  loved  the  memory 
of  the  dead.  The  morning  sermon  was  preached  'by  Rev.  L. 
G.  Hames,  of  Demopolis,  Alabama;  it  was  full  of  the  Gospel 
and  the  love  of  Christ.  The  ladies  at  one  o’clock  showed  their 
ancestral  hospitality  by  spreading  dinner  for  all. 

The  regular  installation  service  began  at  two  o’clock. 
Rev.  Mr.  Hames  again  preached  to  a large  audience  another  of 
his  soul  searching  sermons  from  1st  John  3;  1,  “Behold  what 
manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  bestowed  upon  us,  that  we 
should  be  called1  the  sons  of  God.” 

Rv.  E.  B.  Robinson  of  the  Alabama  Street  Church,  in  an 
unassuming,  gentle  and  Christlike  way,  charged  the  pastor. 
Judge  Pitts,  of  Selma,  charged  the  people.  He  counseled  them 
not  to  neglect  the  pastor,  to  see  that  he  was  given  'the  neces- 
sities of  life  and  to  hold  up -his  hands  in  love  and  never  allow 
him,  to  be  an  object  of  criticism. 

Mr.  Batte  has  come  into  our  midst  to  spread  the  love  of 
Christ  in  our  Valley  Creek  Church  and  community.  Let  us 
all  come  forward  as  banner  bearers  of  Christ  and  help  enable 
our  mother  church,  Valley  Creek,  to  wave  her  banner  of  glory 
for  the  coming  century  as  she  has  done  in  the  past. 

“I  love  Thy  church,  O,  God!! 

'Her  walls  before  Thee  stand, 

Dear  as  the  apple  of  Thine  eye, 

Engraven  on  Thy  hand.” 
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Elders  from  the  Organization.— Depiar ted  this  life  on  Sep- 
tember 16,  1839,  in  Pleasant  Valley,  Dallas  County,  Alaba- 
ma. Mr.  William  Morrison,  Sr.,  75  years  of  age.  A good  man 
has  gone  to  his  rest.  Mr.  Morrison  for  many  vears  sustained 
the  office  of  Ruling  Elder  in  the  Valley  Creek  Presbyterian 
Church,  to  the  doctrines  of  dicipline  of  which  he  was  ardently 
attached.  While  his  whole  character  bore  the  impression  of 
evangelical  piety,  there  was  perhaps  no  feature  of  it  more  re- 
markable than  his  love  of  the  church  and  his  earnest  desire 
for  her  prosperity. 

He  was  the  son  of  James  Morrison  who  came  to  this 
country  ome  time  in  1700.  He  finally  located  in  North  Caro- 
lina. William  was  his  father’s  oldest  son  and  succeeded  him 
as  Elder  in  the  Rooky  River  Church  in  1804,  serving  in  that 
capacity  till  1816  when  he  moved  to  Alabama.  He  showed 
■so  much  z eta  11  in  building  up  the  church  that  he  was  called 
the  “Apostle  of  the  Valley.’’  He  was  one  of  the  Elders  at  the 
organization  of  Valley  Creek  Church.  He  truly  said: 

“I  love  Thy  kingdom,  Lord, 

The  house  of  Thine  abode, 

The  church  our  blest  Redeemer  bought, 

'With  His  own  precious  blood.’’ 

Mr.  Robert  Morrison  was  made  Elder  at  the  organization 
of  Valley  Creek  Church  latndi  for  years  served  faithfully  this 
church.  Going  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  others  building- 
up  a church  tin  the  wilderness.  He  moved  to  Mississippi  in 
1842.  He  and  William  Morrison,  Sr.,  were  brothers,  coming 
together  from  the  Rocky  River  Church,  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  David  Russell  was  born  January  7th,  1778  in  North 
Carolina  and  came  to  Dalas  County,  Alabama  about  1818. 
He  was  an  elder  in  the  Valley  Creek  Church  from,  its  organi- 
zation till  his  death,  February  15,  1857.  He  was  faithful  in 
every  avanue  of  life.  He  loved  to  do  his  “'Master’s’’  work. 
He  always  deemed  it  a pleasure  to  extend  a helping  hand. 

As  the  last  golden  sun  of  his  years  set  glorious,  he  is  at 


rest. 
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Mr.  Enoch  Morgan,  born  in  North  Carolina.  Died  Sep- 
tember 3rd,  1840  in  Dallas  County  Alabama,  as  an  elder  in 
the  Valley  Creek  Presbyterian  Church  he  was  greatly  beloved 
and  respected,  he  was  one  of  the  faithful  organizers  and  pro- 
moters of  this  church,  whose  untiring  energies  did  much  to 
build  up  'tlhe  church.  He  always  had  a walling  hand  extended 
to  do  ialll  in  his  power..  His  death  was  greatly  lamented. 

Mr.  Benjamin  A.  Glass,  died  October  2 0,  1864,  he  was  TO 
years  old.  He  emigrated  from  Mechlenberg  /County,  North 
Carolina  to  Dallas  County,  Alabama  in  1818.  He  was  ordain- 
ed ruling  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  Valley  Creek,  in 
1832  and  continued  in  active  duty  till  released  by  death. 

“Blessed  are  the  dead,  who  die  in  the  Lord.”’ 

Mr.  John  Russell,  son  of  James  and  Elenor  Russell,  died 
June  2 9,  1837.  He  was  made  ruling  elder  in  the  Valley 
Creek  Church  1832,  died  when  he  was  only  2 8 years  old',  his 
life  was  short  but  faithful  to  the  cause  of  his  Master. 

Mr,  Samuel  H.  N.  Dickson  was  made  deacon  of  Valley 
Creek  Church  December  5,  1837,  ceased  to  act  in  1843,  died. — 

Mr.  Ira  iSterdevant  was  installed  deacon  lin  Valley  Creek 
Church  February  12,  1843,  moved  to  Texas  June  1854,  died  at 
an  earlly  age  of  39. 

Mr.  Samuel  B.  Pickens  was  ordained  deacon  of  Valley 
Creek  Church  in  lits  early  years,  in  1843  he  was  made  ruling 
elder  in  which  capacity  he  sieved  till  his  death  1851. 

Mr.  John  N.  Taggart,  an  old  and  honored  citizen  passed 
away  in  1890  at  his  home  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  he  was  for  a num- 
ber of  years  ruling  elder  of  Valley  Creek  Church  and  early  in 
the  50’s  he  and  Mr.  James  E.  Morrison  alternately  were  Su- 
perintendents of  the  Sabbath  School.  January  1866  he  moved 
to  Mount  Pleasant  Church.  No  citizen  was  held  in  higher  es- 
teem, he  was  one  of  the  early  citizens,  his  old  time  virtues  and 
honesty  made  him  a man  of  mark  in  his  community.  He  is 
buried  at  Valley  Creek  Cemetery.  Rev.  Doak  officiated. 

Mr.  James  A.  Blair  was  ordained  elder  April  11,  1852, 
ceased  to  act  July  30,  1854,  died  August  20,  1.882. 
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Mr.  John  Johnston  wias  ordained  elder  of  Valley  Creek 
April  11,  1852,  died  December  11,  1891. 

Mr.  Josiah  Alexander  ordained  elder  of  Valley  Creek 
Churcih  April  1,  1852,  he  'became  a member  of  this  church 
1837,  at  the  time  of  his  death  April  1,  1892  he  had  been  el- 
der for  forty  years. 

Mr.  James  Kenan  was  ordained  elder  July  14,  1865,  died 
January  2 7,  1874. 

Mr.  James  Edward  Morrison  fell  asleep  in  Jesus  at  his 
residence  near  Sel/ma,  Alabama  May  1,  1874.  He  was  born 
in  Cabarras  County,  North  Carolina  June  3,  1811  and  cable  to 
Alabama:  when  quite  young.  In  early  life  he  became  a Chris- 
tian and  all  through  life  he  endeavored  to  let  his  light  so 
shine  that  others  seeing  his  good  work  might  glorify  our 
Father  in  Heaven.  He  worshiped  God,  as  the  God  of  iihs  fam- 
ily. The  Lord  spared  him  to  see  them  all  grown  and  Profes- 
sors of  the  Gospel  he  loved  so  well.  He  was  a warm  friend 
and  a kind  neighbor.  For  nearly  twenty  years  he  was  ruling 
elder  at  Valey  Creek  Church.  His  pirayer  sand  counsel  has  been 
greatly  missed.  His  seat  wias  never  vacant  when  able  to  fill  it. 
He  loved  the  gates  of  Zion.  “Mark  tlhe  perfect  man,  behold 
the  upright,  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace.” 

Mr.  George  M.  Callen  was  born  in  Dallas  County,  Alabama! 
January  14,  1841.  Of  his  very  early  life  no  more  need  be 
said  than  that  Jie  was  a truthful,  earnest,  modest  boy,  and 
these  traits  of  character  marked  him  all  throuh  life.  When 
2 0 or  21  years  old  he  joined1  the  Confederate  Army,  continued 
to  serve  his  country  till  tlhe  surrender  of  Lee’s  Army  in  April 
1865.  He  made  a profession  of  his  faith  in  Christ  a short 
time  previous  to  the  war  and  united  with  the  Valley  Creek 
Presbyterian  Church  on  the  day  that  the  present  church 
building  was  opened  for  worship  April  17,  1859.  All  through 
his  entire  career  as  a solldier,  Shis  religious  principles  were 
maintained  though  subjected  to  many  evils.  He  was  a great 
promoter  of  education  and  for  m)a:ny  years  worked  in  the 
Public  Schools  of  Selma.  He  was  Sunday  School  Superinten- 
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dent.  As  an  evidence  of  his  esteem,  he  was  elected  ruling 
elder  of  Valley  Creek  Church.  He  was  a liberal  contributor 
to  ail  that  was  good.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Selma  January 
14,  1881.  It  can  truly  be  said  of  him,  “Not  Lost,  But  Gone 
Before.” 

Acrostic — Addressed'  to  Mrs.  Fanny  L.  Callen,  his  wife. 

In  this  world  of  sin  and  care 
Notes  of  sorrow  stall  strike  our  ear. 

Man  falls  beneath  the  spoilers  dart 
Each  land  is  filled  with  stricken  hearts; 

Mourn  not,  the  clouds,  are  o’er  us  driven, 

Our  hearts  to  -draw  from  earth  to  Heaven, 

Receive  in  hope  the  chastening  rod, 

Your  heart  to  school,  and  lead  to  God. 

Our  Father  calls  for  those  we  love — 

Faith  points  us  to  their  home  above. 

Grieve  not  then  for  thy  loved  ones 

Each  heart  should  say,  “Tlhy  will  be  done.” 

O sooth  thy  heart  all  pierced  and  riven! 

Rich  grace  sustains  and  fits  for  Heaven 
Great  as  are  our  sorrows.  One  above 
Ever  looks  with  sympathy  and  love. 

Many  cares  and  griefs  are  here  our  lot, 

And  trusting  God,  we’ll  murmur  not 
Relying  on  his  precious  word 
In  Christ,  our  Shepherd,  King  and  Lord, 

Of  all  he  does  we  may  not  tell, 

Nor  need  we  know — “It  all  is  well.” 

“Oast  all  your  burdens  on  the  Lord 
And  he’lll  sustain — it  is  His  word 
List,  as  for  Him  beloved  you  weep, 

Learn  now,  “The  dead  in  Christ  shall  sleep” 

Endless  life’s  beyond  -the  shining  shore.” 

“Not  lost;  not  lost,  but  gone  before.” 

Pastor  Valley  Creek  Church. 

January  25,  1881. 
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Died  in  Dallas  Cunty,  Ala.,  July  10,  1877,  Mr.  Virgil 

Irwin  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age.  From  his  childhood  he 
was  trained  in  the  Christian  religion.  About  twenty  years 
before  his  death  he  made,  a profession  of  religion  and  united, 
with  the  Valley  Greek  Presbyterian  Church.  In  early  life 
by  the  death  of  his  father  he  was  left  to  the  maternal  care  of 
his  .mother,  a most  excellent,  pious  Christian  woman.  All 
through  life  he  exhibited  the  fruits  of  her  Christian  training 
and  Godly  example.  iMr.  IrwTin  was  endowed  with  a mind  of 
great  strength.  His  temperament  was  kind,  and  genial,  his 
nature  warm,  and  generous,  .his  conduct  through  life  was 
marked  by  the  same  strict  integrity,  conscientious  adherence 
to  principle  and  to  duty,  unselfish  regard  for  the  right  and 
good  of  others,  which  caused  his  teacher  to  say  of  him,  “He 
is  an  ornament  to  imy  school,  and  a model  for  my  boys.”  In 
all  the  avenues  of  life  ihe  was  earnestly  respected'.  He  was 
ordained  ruling  elder  of  the  church  and  died  a short  time 
afterward.  He  loved  the  church,  was  a Bible  scholar,  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  sacred  volume  gave  directions  to  the  tenor  of 
his  life.  “Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant.” 

Mr.  R.  W.  Morrison  was  ordained  elder  July  1,  1877,  died 
September  15,  1878,  he  served  as  deacon  eight  years  before 
bsing  ordained  elder.  His  grandfather,  Robert  Morrison  and 
his  father  James  E.  Morrison  had  served  years  before  him  as 
deacons,  he  was  admitted  to  the  communion  of  the  church 
October  23,  1857. 

Mr.  William  M.  Carothers  became  a member  of  Valley 
Creek  Church  on  certificate  in  18  77,  he  being  a devoted  faith- 
ful member  was  ordained  elder  April  16,  1881,  was  dismiss- 
ed to  A.  R.  'Church,  Oak  Hill,  Wilcox  County,  November  16, 
1884. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Morrison,  Dallas  'County,  died  at  Kings’  iSani- 
torium,  Sunday  morning  September  18,  1898.  He  was  a man 
known  for  his  popularity  in  state  and  church.  He  was  tax 
collector  of  Dallas  County  for  many  years.  Mr.  Morrison  was 
a modest,  unobtrusive  man,  he  loved  his  family  and  was  a 
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companion  to  his  'boys.  'Clifford,  Mel,  William,  Eugene,  J. 
Edward  and  Robert  Wiley.  He  was  always  found  at  homo 
unless  urgent  business  called  him  elsewhere.  He  was  a de- 
voted consistent  member  of  the  Valley  Creek  Church  and  for 
many  years  a deacon,  then  Ruling  Elder.  He  was  indeed  a 
brother,  a friend  and  a counselor.  His  life  was  so  gentle,  his 
heart  so  full  of  charity,  his  devotion  to  his  church  so  sincere, 
his  life  so  pure,  his  little  acts  of  charity}  so  sweet,  no  one 
could  doubt,  that  he  had  gone  to  that  home  prepared  for 
the  just. 

Mir.  W.  J.  Waugh  was  a member  and  ruling  elder  in -the 
Valley  Creek  Church.  He  died  suddenly  June  13,  1891.  He 
married  Miss  Jennie  Russell.  In  1885  his  wife  died  leaving 
one  child.  In  1887,  was  elected  Ruling  Elder  and  shortly 
afterwards  was  made  clerk  of  the  session  and  in  both  capac- 
ities he  served  faithfully  till  his  death.  As  a business  man 
he  was  intelligent  and  capable,  as  a Christian  man  he  was 
faithful  and  conservative.  He  was  a true  man  and  a gen- 
tleman, generous  to  a fault.  He  was  esteemed  and  loved  by 
all.,  We  cannot  understand  the  ways  of  the  Almighty.  “The 
Lord  is  righteous  in  all  his  ways,  and  holy  in  all  his  works.” 
“He  doeth  all  things  well.” 

Mr.  John  M.  Carothers  was  ordained  elder  of  Valles 
Creek  Church  January  16,  1887,  he  waas  dismissed  August  22, 
1893  to  Newberne  Church,  he  was  a worthy  officer,  loved  and 
esteemed  by  all.  The  church  was  grieved  to  give  up  such  a 
noble  character  and  suffered  from  the  loss. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Gilmer  was  ordained  elder  of  Vallay  Creek 
Church  December  1,  1889  and  has  served  faithfully  in  that 
capacity  and  was  for  a number  of  years  clerk  of  session.  Mr. 
Gilmer  is  the  senior  member  of  the  session.  His  parents  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  James  Gilmer  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  this 
section  and  were  members  of  Valley  Creek  Church  till  the 
organization  of  Pisgah  in  1832,  where  they  moved  their  mem- 
bership. December  11,  1879  Mr.  A.  L.  Gilmer  placed  bis 
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membership  with  the  Mother  Church,  he  has  always  been  a 
devoted  faithful  member. 

Mr.  R.  Howard  Jones  was  ordained  deacon  of  Valley 
Creek  Church  June  11,  1884.  Ruling  Elder  Aug.  21,  1892.  Mr. 
Jones  is  an  Alabamaian  by  birth,  taught  school  at  different 
times  in  other  states.  iHe  married  a daughter  of  one  of  die 
early  settlers  of  Pleasant  Valley,  Miss  Mary  P.  Russell.  lie 
was  a member  of  the  Methodist  church  of  his  boy-hood.  After 
deciding  to  make  his  home  in  Dallas  County,  he  placed  his 
membership,  in  187,9  with  Valley  Creek  of  which  he  is  now 
a praying  consecrated  member  an  elder  and  Sabbath  School 
Superintendent.  He  is  much  'beloved  by  all. 

Mr.  Robert  Morrison  Runtree  was  ordained  elder  of  the 
Valley  Creek  Church  1892.  He  is  a young  man  of  excllui 
ability  being  ordained  an  elder  when  about  twenty-one  years 
old  that  speak's  for  his  former  life  and  later  he  was  made 
clerk  of  session.  These  positions  he  has  filled  and  still  holds 
with  honor.  His  influence  for  good  can  not  ibe  recorded,  tm 
kindness  is  felt  abroad.  He  is  the  son  of  W.  J.  and  iSaran 
Elizabeth  Morrison  Rountree,  both  known  for  their  activity 
in  church  work.  Mr.  Rountree  was  married  about  twelve 
years  ago  to  Miss  Martha  Moore,  of  Summerfield  Alabama. 

Mr.  D.  M.  McMillan  was  ordained  Ruling  Elder  of  Val- 
ley Creek  Church  January  19  02  and  remaining  in  that  ca- 
pacity to  the  present.  Mr.  McMillan  and  his  wife  came 
from  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Bethel,  Alabama  and  united 
with  this  church  January  21,  1894. 

Deacons  From  the  Organization. 

Mr.  John  C.  McNair  ordained  deacon  of  Valley  Creek 
Church  about  1837  was  dismissed  to  Mount  Pleasant  Church 
January  7,  1866,  died  October  21,  187  0. 

Mr.  Samuel  B.  Pickens  was  installed  as  deacon  in  the 
early  years  of  the  organization  of  Valley  Creek  Church  in 
1843  he  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  Ruling  Elder  in  that 
capacity  he  served  faithfully  till  1851  when  death  claimed  him. 
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He  was  found  faithful  under  all  circumstances.  After  serv- 
ing so  faithfully  at  every  post  of  duty  his  Master  called  him  to 
an  eternal  rest.  He  was  missed  by  the  church. 

Mr.  James  E.  Morrison,  iSr.,  was  ordained  deacon  in  his 
young  manhood.  1857  was  made  elder  and  died  May  1,  1874, 
he  is  the  father  of  Mrs.  W.  J.  Rountree  and  the  grand-fath"r 
of  R.  M.  Rountree  who  is  now  elder,  he  is  also  an  uncle  of 
James  Edward  Morrison  Jr.,  who  is  deacon  and  the  father-in- 
law  of  W.  J.  Rountree  who  is  deacon. 

Mr.  M.  R.  Boggs  died  at  his  residence  a few  miles  from 
Selma.  He  was  a deacon  in  the  Valley  Creek  Presbyterian 
Church,  installed  in  1851,  died  April  1884.  He  was  one  of  the 
foremost  citizens  both  as  merchant  and  planter.  He  was  a 
native  of  South  Carolina.  But  for  many  years  prominently 
identified  with  the  interests  of  Selma  and  Dallas  County.  He 
was  at  the  head  of  Boggs,  Mott  & Wood,  large  .grocery,  after- 
wards the  leading  member  of  Boggs  & iCo.,  Cotton  Factory, 
He  was  a consistent  influential  member  6f  the  Presbyterian 
'Church  and  was  gretly  beloved.  Died  April  18,  1884  at  his 
home  in  Dallas  County,  Alabama,  of  malarial  apoplexy.  Mr. 
William  J.  A.  Russell  was  a native  of  Dallas  County,  born 
April  2 0,  182  0,  he  spent  his  entire  life  near  the  home  of  his 
childhood.  In  1839  he  made  apublic  profession  of  religion  aud 
united  with  Valley  Creek  Church.  December  21,  1843  lie 
married  Miss  M.  J.  Morrison  and  they  began  life  together. 
He  was  a member  of  the  first  board  of  county  commissioners 
and  continued  so  till  two  years  before  his  death,  he  resigned 
on  account  of  failing  health.  In  1852  he  was  ordained  Ruling 
Elder  of  Valley  'Creek  (Church  and  for  more  than  thirty  years 
he  faithfully  performed  his  duty  in  that  office.  In  all  rela  - 
tions of  life  he  was  honored,  trusted  and  loved.  As  a husband 
and  father  he  was  devoted,  he  was  a wise  councellor  and  a pru- 
dent adviser,  both  in  church  and  in  secular  things.  In  all 
this  he  had  a help  mete,  who  was  a guiding  star,  his  beloved 
and  devoted  wife-  It  was  beautifully  said,  “she  was  a woman 
without  a defect,”  she  gave  food,  clothing  and  shelter  to  the 
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needy,  the  colored  people  -as  well  a©  the  white  people  were 
recipient©  of  her  flavors.  Many  miss  the  tender  ciaire  of  “Aunt 
Jane,”  as  she  is  so  lovingly  called.  A good  man  and  woman 
have  gome  to  Heaven  to  join  loved  ones  gone  -before.  “Bless- 
ed are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord.” 

Mr.  George  C.  Phillips  was  ordained  deacon  January  7, 
I860  and  died  August  30,  1872. 

Mr.  Robert  W.  iMorrison  was  ordained  deacon  May  15. 
1870  in  seven  years  he  was  given  the  honored  position  as 
Ruling  Elder  and  served  in  this  capacity  till  his  death,  Seu- 
tember  15,  1878. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Mcllwain  ibecame  a member  of  Valley  Creek 
Church  in  1860  was  ordained  deacon  July  1,  1877  died  Sep- 
tember 15,  187  8. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Morrison  was  installed  deacon  1877  was  or- 
dained elder  April  16,  1881  and  served  till  the  chain  was 
broken  by  death,  September  18,  1898. 

Mr.  R.  Russell  Carothers  wias  admitted  as  a member  of 
Valley  Creek  Church  April  16,  1881,  was  installed  as  deacon 
June  15,  1884  am  dcontinues  to  -hold  this  office,  though  living 
at  Oak  Hill,  he  remained  faithfull  to  his  church. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Jones  was  ordained  deacon  June  15,  1884,  hav- 
ing served  faithfully  that  office  he  was  made  elder  Argust  21, 
1892  and  he  is  a faithful  praying  elder. 

Mr.  Thomas  Kenan  was  ordained  deacon  August  21,  1892, 
was  dismissed  to  Broad  Street  Church  1894,  returned  to  Val- 
ley Creek  Church  1901.  January  1909  was  dismissed  witn 
his  wife  to  Second  Presbyterian  Church  Birmingham,  Ala- 
bama. 

Mr.  Charles  F.  Irwin  ordained  deacon  August  21,  1892. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Rountree  was  admitted  as  a member  of  Val- 
ley Creek  Church  April  2,  . 189 9,  on  examination.  Mr.  Roun- 
tree was  raised  at  Pea  Ridge,  Alabama,  married  Sarah  Eliza- 
beth Morrison,  a grand-daughter  of  Robert  Morrison  an  elder 
of  Valley  Creek  Church  and  a daughter  of  James  E.  Morrison 
also  an  elder..  Mr.  Rountree  finally  making  Valley  Creek 
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neighborhood  his  home,  he  identified  himself  with  that  church, 
he  was  soon  made  a deacon  and  treasurer  of  the  church  which 
position  he  has  filled  with  great  satisfaction.  He  is  also  a 
teacher  in  the  Sunday  School.  (Mr.  Rountree  is  a gentleman, 
genial  and  kind  always  ready  to  show  kindness  and  grea: 
favors.  He  is  one  in  whom  the  Ladies  Aid  Society  find  great 
comfort  to  lighten  their  burdens  and  level  down  the  rough 
places.  He  is  loved  toy  all. 

Mr.  William  Russell  Jones,  son  of  R.  H.  and  Mary  P. 
Russell  Jones.  Mr.  Jones  became  a member  of  Valley  'Creek 
Church  1890,  he  has  been  raised  in  the  lap  of  the  mother 
church  and  he  like  some  of  the  other  sons  has  become  an  offi- 
cer in  the  church.  In  1892  he  was  ordained  a deacon  follow- 
ing %he  footsteps  of  ^is  father  and  grand-father.  It  is  *with 
pride  that  Valley  Creek  can  record  many  of  her  young  son; , 
becoming  officers,  to  fill  the  ranks  made  vacant  by  those 
who  have  answered  the  roll  call  in  the  great  beyond.  Mr 
Jones  was  married  a few  years  ago  to  Miss  Iliene  Cloud,  of 
South  Carolina.  He  is  a young  man  full  of  energy  and  enter- 
prise. 

Mr.  IJas.  Edward  Morrison,  son  of  W.  J.  and  Georgia  Mor- 
rison, he  is  a child  of  Valley  Creek,  born  and  raised  under  her 
influence.  He  became  a member  of  Valley  Creek  Church  1890. 
Within  a few  years  he  was  ordained  as  deacon,  following  the 
example  of  his  father  who  served  in  the  capacity  of  elder 
and  deacon.  Mr.  James  Edward  is  a young  man  of  fine  quali- 
fications, genial  in  manner,  always  kind  and  obliging. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Callen,  son  of  Hamilton  Henderson  and  Eu- 
genia Florence  Harris  Callen.  Mr.  Callen  losing  both  of  his 
parents  in  early  childhood,  waas  forced  to  stem  the  tide  of  life 
without  the  guiding  hands  of  his  parents.  He  was  a guardian 
and  brother  to  his  sisters.  Mr.  Callen  was  born  near  Selma, 
descending  from  a long  line  of  Callens,  who  originally  came 
from  the  Oarolinas,  he  is  a self-made  man;  highly  esteemed 
by  all  for  his  high  standard  of  morality  and  honesty.  He  has 
from  his  boyhood  been  connected  with  the  church,  having 


served  at  one  time  as  Secretary  Qf  the  Sabbath  .‘School  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  Selma,  Alabama.  In  1895  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  Lester  Roane,  daughter  of 
Judge  A.  T.  Roan,  of  Grenada,  Mississippi,  in  1896  he  with 
his  wife  united  with  Valley  Creek  Church,  in  1902  he  was  or- 
dained deacon,  which  position  he  has  faithfully  served.  Mr. 
Callen  is  a man  full  of  energy,  zeal  and  good  works. 

First  Manse. 

In  writing  a history  of  this  nature  it  will  be  necessary 
to  lay  aside  system.  Let  us  pause  a while  and  take  an  imag- 
inary view  of  the  old  manse,  which  stood  about  one  mile  north 
of  W.  E.  Morgans  and  about  two  miles  from  the  church.  This 
property  originally  belonged  to  Rev.  Junius  B.  King,  once  pas- 
tor of  Valley  Creek  Church.  He  had  it  built,  the  work  was 
done  by  John  Taggart  an  elder  and  MoOamma  Morgan.  Mr. 
King  on  a trip  to  New  Orleans  took  the  cholera  and  died  at 
this  home.  Dr.  Cater  of  the  First  Church,  Selma,  attended 
upon  Mr.  King  in  his  last  hours.'  As  the  spirit  took  its  flight. 
Dr.  Cater  remarked;  thus:  “I  feel  as  if  my  greatest  stay  has 

been  -shot  from,  under  me.’”  It  was  but  two  days  from  that 
time,  that  Dr.  'Cater  lay  in  death’s  cold  grasp,  his  spirit  hid 
winged  its  flight.  The  same  disease  had  carried  him  to  his 
eternal  resting  place.  They  sleep  near  each  other  in  the  Val- 
ley Creek  iCemetery.  After  Mr.  King’s  death  his  home  wax 
bought  by  the  church  and  used  as  a manse.  In  the  course  of 
time,  the  gnawing  pangs  of  ruin  saw  it  rapidly  decaying,  but 
at  last  the  angry  tongues  of  fire  licked  it  out  of  existence. 

The  situation  was  an  inconvenient  one.  Shortly  before 
it  was  burned,  it  w;as  sold  and  the  price  used  to  help  build 
a new  manse.  A neat  five  room  cottage  situated  on  the  Range 
Line  Road,  two  miles  from  the  edge  of  Selma.  It  has  an  en- 
closure of  three  acres  of  land,  which  was  bought  of  W.  J. 
Rountree  at  thirty  dollars  an  acre.  I will  incidently  state,  the 
Ladies  Aid  Society  is  making  strenuous  effort  to  raise  money 
to  build  another  room  to  it  and  make  other  improvements. 
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The  writer  is  safe  in  saying  those  things  will  be  about  com- 
pleted when  this  little  volumne  is  beginning  its  tour  of  cir- 
culation. 

The  little  clipping  below  may  appeal  to  the  hearts  of  some. 

Valley  Creek  iSupper. 

“Wednesday  night  a delightful  church  supper  was  given 
by  the  ladies  of  Valley  Creek  Presbyterian  Church,  at  tne 
Manse,  two  miles  from  iSelma. 

Mr.  .'Sadler  Carothers  took  a Times  man  out,  as  newspaper 
men  always  have  a fine  time  when  there  are  plenty  of  good 
things  to  eat,  and  pretty  girls.  It  is  needless  to  tell  you  that 
we  had  a delightful  time. 

Will  Rountree  and  Eugene  Morrison  introduced  us  around 
as  a widower,  that  was  all  that  was  necessary.  The  hospitali- 
ty of  the  good  people  of  Valley  Creek  was  that  open  genial 
kind,  that  would  make  a man  with  even  less  timidity  than  a 
news  gatherer  feel  perfectly  at  home.  The  supper  was  such 
as  to  tempt  the  appetite  of  the  Cods.  Miss  INannie  Phillips 
was  the  fair  waitress  in  white  apron  that  waited  on  the  news 
man.  The  only  way  that  the  scribe  could  be  induced  to  leave 
the  table  was;  by  some  one  saying  double  price  was  charged 
to  a fellow  who  ate  ain  hour.  But  the  shover  of  the  graphite 
was  not  eating  all  that  time.  He  was  watching  Jim  Kennedy. 
Pres.  Partridge,  Jim  Privitte  and  Charlie  Johnson  store  away 
turkey  and  nick  nacks. 

While  looking  at  them  he  had  one  ear  open  listening  at 
Gene  Morrison  make  love  to  a pretty  girl  between  times  when 
his  knife  and  folk  were  making  excursions  to  his  mouth,  which 
flew  open  every  time  his  elbow  bent  and  that  was  with  the 
regularity  of  clock  work.  Walton  Callen  did  not  seem  to  enjoy 
himself  as  much  as  usual,  a little  beauty  with  lovely  orbs 
under  a pair  of  drooping  lashes,  was  not  there;  Walton  was 
sad,  very  sad. 

Miss  Jessi  Eskridge  did  much  to  enliven  the  evening  and 
her  sparkling  wit  and  brilliant  conversation  was  highly  enjoy- 
ed by  all. 
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'Many  went  out  from  the  city.  The  supper  was  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  off  a little  debt  of  fifty  dollars  on  the 
Manse,  over  seventy-one  dollars  was  realized.  Valley  .Creek 
Church  round  which  so  many  sacred  memories  cluster  has  lose 
thirty  members  during  the  year;  but  it  is  hoped  that 
the  old  organization,  which  has  gone  'through  so  many  trying 
times  will  regain  her  former  strength  and  will  continue  to  t>e 
a power  of  strength  in  the  land. 

....  The  Present  Church. 

The  present  church  building  was  erected  in  1857-58  a 
few  years  before  the  cry  of  war  was  heard.  Judging  from 
the  style  and  elegance  of  the  building,  the  congregation  from 
its  organization,  grew  in  number  and  in  'prosperity.  A few 
ehaiLges  have  taken  place.  The  pulpit  has  been  lowered  a little 
and  the  gallery  closed.  The  drivers  sat  in  the  gallery,  for  at 
this  time  such  great  advancement  had  taken  place,  the  mem- 
bers all  came  in  their  carriages  and  driven  by  one  of  their 
slaves.  The  basement  was  used  for  the  slaves.  After  the 
morning  service  of  the  white  people,  the  slaves  assembled  in 
the  basement  and  listened  to  a sermon,  from  the  same  minis- 
ter. .Some  member  sof  the  white  congregation  were  appoint- 
ed to  remain  with  the  minister,  it  was  generally  an  elder  or  a 
deacon.  There  was  a large  negro  membership  'and  they  gave 
liberally  of  what  they  had  to  African  'Missions.  But  when  the 
cry  of  freedom  was  heard  they  were  not  long  in  withdrawing 
themselves  from,  the  Valley  'Creek  'Church  and  uniting  with 
one  of  their  own  color,  there  were  about  one  hundred  colored 
communicants  at  the  close  of  the  war.  The  basement  was 
also  used  as  an  assembly  hall  for  the  “Grange,”  a monthlv 
meeting  of  the  men,  where  they  discussed  the  current  eveius 
and  studied  the  trend  of  things  in  general;  thereby,  making 
of  themselves  better,  nobler  and  more  useful  and  intelligent 
citizens.  In  the  earlier  days  prayer  meetings  were  held  from 
house  to  house,  but  when  the  handsome  brick  building  was 
completed  which  cost  no  less  than  $15,000  Rev.  Jas.  M.  Wat- 
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son,  her  first  pastor,  held  prayer  meeting  services  every  Thurs- 
day afternoon  in  the  church,  as  from,  its  organization,  night 
services  have  never  been  held. 

This  new  (building  was  for  years  heated  by  a furnace. 
The  wreckage  of  which  now  remains  in  the  basement.  After 
the  war,  it  was  difficult  to  get  the  furnace  attended  to,  so  :l 
was  removed  and  stoves  put  in  the  church.  Doubtless  many 
will  remember  what  became  of  the  frame  church.  It  was  sold 
to  Mr.  John  Callen  aind  torn  down  and  the  material  used  In 
building  cabins  for  negroes. 

Deed  of  the  Church  Land. 

Deed  from  R.  J.  W.  Russell  to  W.  J.  A.  Russell  and  J.  E. 
McNair  and  J.  E.  Morrison,  representatives  of  Valley  Greek 
Church.  The  State  of  Alabama,  Dallas  County,  Alabama. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  Robert  J.  W. 
Russell  and  Elizabeth  Ann  Russell  his  wife,  of  the  county  and 
state  foresaid,  do  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  dollars,  to  us,  secured  to  be  paid  by  the  representa- 
tives of  Valley  Greek  .Church,  hath  this  day  bargained,  granted, 
sold  and  conveyed,  aind  doth  hereby  bargain,  grant,  sell  and 
convey  unto,  William  J.  A.  (Russell,  John  G.  McNair  and  James 
A.  Morrison,  the  acting  representatives  or  their  successors  in 
office  a certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  designated  and  known, 
and  described  as  follows;  to-wit:  Commencing  at  the  south- 
west corner  of  the  lands,  deeded  to  said  church  by  David  Rus- 
sell and  running  in  a north-western  direction  along  the  road, 
that  leads  by  the  said  R.  J.  W.  Russell’s,  from  the  said  south- 
west corner  to  a corner  on  the  due  north  and  south  line,  divi- 
ding the  said  land  from  the  said  Russell,  within  ten  feet  of  his 
peach  orchard  fence,  thence  north  till  it  comes  opposite  the 
norih  east  corner  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  said  Valley 
Creek  Church,  thence  east  to  said  corner,  containing  two  acres 
more  or  less.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  same  with  all  and  sin- 
gular, the  hereditaments  and  appurtenances  to  the  premises 
aforesaid,  thereunto  pertaining,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same 


40 


forever  against  the  claim  or  claims  of  all  and  every  person 
or  persons  lawfully  claiming  the  same,  and  against  one  and 
'each  of  our  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns  for- 
ever, unto  the  within  named  persons  as  the  representatives  of 
the  said  Valley  Creek  Church  and  their  successors  in  office 
signed,  sealed  and  delivered,  the  same  on  this  the  21st  of  Feb- 
ruary, A.  D.,  1853. 

In  presence  of 

R.  J.  W.  Russell,  (Seal.) 

E.  A.  Russell,  (Seal.) 

Hugh  Mcllwain.  (Seal.) 

THE  STATE  OF  ALABAMA,  DALLAS  COUNTY. 

Before  me  Jaimes  Cilmer,  Jr.,  an  acting  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  and  for  the  state  and  county  aforesaid,  personally 
came  the  above  named  persons,  whose  name£  is  subscribed  to 
foregoing  deed  and  in  my  presence,  acknowledged  that  they 
signed,  sealed  and  delivered  the  same  to  the  said  represen 
tatives  of  the  Valley  Creek  Church,  and  v their  successors  in 
office  for  the  consideration  therein  expressed  and  on  the  day 
and  year  there  written,  and  said  Elizabeth  Ann  Russell,  being 
by  me  examined  separate  and  apart  .from  her  said  husband, 
acknowledge  that  she  signed, sealed  and  delivered  the  forego- 
ing deed  freely  and  of  her  own  accord  without  fear,  threat  or 
compulsion  of  her  said  husband.  Given  under  my  hand  and 
seal,  this  21st  day  of  February,  A.  D.,  1853. 

James  Gilmer,  Jr.,  (J.  P.  Seal.) 

STATE  OF  ALABAMA,  DALLAS  COUNTY. 

J.  Thomas  Rainer,  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court  of  said 
county,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  dee  dand  certifi- 
cate wa  sthis  day  recorded  in  this  office  in  Book  2 of  Deeds  at 
pages  657  and  658  and  that  the  same  was  filed  in  this  office 
for  record  on  the  11th  day  of  June,  1855. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  day  at  office  in  Cahaba, 
this  14th  day  of  June,  1855. 

Thomas  Rainer, 

Judge  of  Probate. 
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In  the  days  of  our  forefathers,  organs,  pianos,  flutes  and 
violins  were  not  used  in  the  churches. 

Time  changes  nature,  even  the  hardest  rock  may  be  worn 
away  by  a 'constant  dripping;  so  in  the  progress  of  time  Valley 
■Creek  Church  saw  reasons  to  change  some.  In  1862  she  plac- 
ed her  first  musical  instrument,  a melodian  in  the  church.  The 
older  heads  could  not  enjoy  the  melody  as  it  was  heard  by  the 
young  minds,  these  gray  headed  sires,  wished  to  worship  God 
only  from  the  heart  and  send  those  sacred  thoughts  to  the 
pearly  gates  of  glory  through  the  melodies  that  came  from 
their  lips.  ,So  the  new  instrument  caused  great  dissatisfac- 
tion for  awhile  till  time  erased  all  bad  feelings.  iMrs.  Julia 
Fythie  was  selected  as  the  organist,  having  had  previous  ex- 
perience in  the  art.  During  her  term  of  service  covering  a 
period  of  about  forty-six  years,  there  have  been  about  five 
instruments.  Mrs.  Fythie  was  always  at  her  post  of  duty  un- 
less providentially  iprevented.  In  the  fall  of  19  08  she  begged 
to  be  allowed  to  retire  from  further  service.  The  mantle  has 
now  fallen  upon  Mrs.  J.  M.  Batte. 

Monument. 

Valley  Creek  Church  stands  as  a monument  and  her  in- 
fluence has  been  felt  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  state.  She 
is  the  mother,  grand-mother  and  great-grand-mother  of 
churches  and  of  Presbyterianism. 

“There  is  no  velvet  so  soft  as  a mother’s  lap,  no  star 
so  lovely  as  her  smile,  no  music  so  melodious  as  her  voice, 
no  rose  so  fragrant  as  the  memory  of  her  love.”  We  all  look 
with  pride  upon  Valley  Creek  Church  with  her  dead  heroes 
and  their  valliant  deeds;  which  could  have  only  been  accom- 
plished by  a brave  God-fearing  people.  Pisgah,  First  Pres- 
byterian Church,  iSelma,  and  iMt.  Pleasant  are  her  daughters, 
and  Alabama  Street  Church,  'Selma,  her  grand-daughte'. . 
iShe  has  sent  forth  good  men,  brave  men,  deacons,  elders  and 
Ministers  to  other  churches,  namely: 

Rev.  Archabald  Morgan.  Rev.  Curdy  Emmerson  and 
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Rev.  Jesse  D.  Rountree  were  once  boys  in  Valley  Creek  Church. 

Like  a mother  who  loves  her  children  she  has  gathered 
them  under  her  wing  for  protection  and  has  ministered  to  them 
in  tiheir  troubles  and  deeds. 

The  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Selma,  was  submerged 
in  debt  and  would  have  been  sold,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
mother  church.  She  gave  to  her  of  her  substance  and  caused 
her  to  stand.  Pisgah,  her  oldest  daughter,  was  in  a similar 
condition,  the  mother  gladly  extended  to  her  the  hand  of 
benevolence,  through  that  and  other  causes,  Pisgah  has  blos- 
somed like  a rose.  The  following  clipping  will  tell  her  sorrow, 
her  trials,  her  triumphs: 

Pisgah  Church. 

The  Pisgah  Church,  near  Selma,  which  is  a branch  of  the 
mother  church  at  Valley  Creek,  on  Sunday,  November  8,  1905, 
had  her  first  installation  service  in  thirty  years.  Time  has 
wrought  many  changes,  the  hoary  heads  were  very  few.  Rev. 
F.  E.  Bagley,  of  Plantersville  preached  'the  morning  sermon 
and  charged  the  pastor.  Mr.  Bagby  performed  his  duty  as 
one  of  the  Master’s  servants  could  do.  Rev.  E.  B.  Robinson, 
of  Alabama,  Street  Church,  Selma,  preached  the  afternoon 
sermon.  Elder  L.  W.  Hubbard,  of  Selma,  charged  the  people. 
At  the  close  Judge  Pitts  warned  the  congregation  not  to  neglect 
the  Sunday  School.  The  original  Pisgah  church  was  built  in 
1832;  it  was  active  and  progressive  till  1866  when  a cyclone 
swept  it  from  its  foundation  and  hurled  it  to  destruction. 
Those  dear  old  sainted  fathers  and  mothers,  who  are  now 
singing  in  Glory,  by  toil  and  sacrifice  built  another  church, 
that  their  children  might  still  have  a house  of  worship.  As 
time  rolled  on,  those  faithful  servants  were  called  to  heaven, 
the  membership  became  small,  the  church  was  closed  and  al- 
most sold.  But  God  never  intended  it  so.  Almost  four  year? 
ago  He  sent  two  of  His  undershepherds,  Rev.  iN.  B.  Keaihey 
and  Rev.  J.  M.  Batte,  the  former  was  called  last  summer  to 
his  reward  of  eternal  rest.  These  servants  conducted  a series 
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of  sermons  in  the  forsaken  little  building;  at  this  time  the 
church  was  reorganized.  Last  summer  Mr.  Batte  was  called 
as  their  pastor;  he  is  now  working  among  them.  The  congre- 
gation is  alive  with  enthusiasm.  The  church  has  been  newly 
painted  inside  and  out;  there  is  a beautiful  new  carpet  on  the 
floor;  other  things  have  been  added  for  the  comfort  of  the 
congregation.  The  Sabbath  School  has  been  reroganized. 
At  the  close  of  the  morning  service  a bountiful  dinner  was 
spread  for  all.  We  believe  the  prayers  of  those  sainted  fathers 
and  mothers  are  still  being  answered. 

In  1832  Rev.'  Alexanda,  an  Evangelist,  held  meetings 
near  Pisgah,  he  perhaps  organized  the  church.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  Gilmer  moved  their  membership  from  Valley  .Creek 
and  united  there. 

iMr.  James  Gilmer,  Mr.  Craig,  Mir.  Fair  and  Mr.  Drennon 
and  Mr.  Emerson  were  the  first  elders  of  Pisgah. 

The  Present  Officers  Are. 

Deacons — Mr.  Claud  Harrison,  Mr.  John  Logan. 

Elders — Mr.  B.  M.  Summers,  Mr.  W.  H.  Harrison.  Mr.  .!. 
M.  Gilmer,  grand-son  of  Mr.  James  Gilmer  and  son  of  Mr.  A. 
L.  Gilmer,  both  having  served  as  elders,  one  in  Pisgah,  the 
other  in  Valley  Creek. 

Hospitality  of  Valley  Creek  Church. 

My  history  would  not  be  complete  should  I fail  to  maite 
a few  remarks  concerning  the  hospitality,  which  was  born 
in  this  church,  it  has  been  reared  in  her  people. 

If  you  have  never  visited  among  this  congregation  do  so. 
The  gracious  hand-shake,  the  cordial  reception  and  the 
bountiful  repast  received  at  their  hands,  will  make  the  youth 
rejoice,  the  old  feel  young  and  the  sorrowful  will  say, 
“behind  the  cloud  the  sun  still  shining,”  even  the  blushing 
maid  is  made  to  feel  at  ease,  and  the  cry  of  an  infant  is  hush- 
ed with  a lulabye  song. 

In  this  circle  of  God’s  children  are  those  who  are  “care- 
ful to  entertain  strangers,”  ‘thereby  they  may  entertain  angels’ 
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and  in  many  cases,  they  have  been  ministering  angels  to  those 
who  have  sought  refuge  in  their  homes. 

Sabbath  School. 

Valley  Creek  from  her  earliest  organization  established  a 
Sabbath  School  where  the  children  and  many  of  the  parents 
were  trained  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  with  her  many  ups  and 
downs,  her  many  changes,  she  still  boasts  of  her  Sabbath 
School. 

Death  with  his  cycle  keen  has  removed  many  of  the  hoar} 
heads,  yet,  there  are  some  few  left  who  are  faithful;  being 
living  monuments,  of  encouragements  for  the  young. 

Superintendent. — Mr.  R.  H.  Jones. 

Secretary. — John  Morgan,  son  of  W.  E.  Morgan  ( 'deceas- 
ed) who  was  secretoairy  for  many  years.  This  mantle  of  honor 
has  fallen  upon  his  son  who  faithfully  fills  the  office. 

Teachers. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Rountree,  Rev.  J.  M. 
Batte,  Miss  Flora  Gilmer,  Mr.  R.  H.  Jones. 

Organist. — Miss  Idyllette  Batte. 

Societies. 

The  churches’  records  show  that  there  has  always  been 
some  kind  of  organization  to  assist  the  pastor.  The  present 
society  is  known  as  the  “Ladies  Aid  and  Missionary  .Society.” 
It  is  an  organization  Sheeting  once  a month  from  house  to 
house,  e§ich  member  taking  a lunch  and  spreading  it  upon  the 
hostess  table;  thereby  promoting  sociability’  and  at  the  same 
time  accomplishing  much  good. 

This  organization  is  about  twenty  years  old,  dating  from 
Rev.  A.  S.  Doak’s  pastorate.  Mrs.  W.  J.  A.  Russell  (deceas- 
ed) was  the  first  President;  though  almost  too  feeble  to  do 
much  work,  through  respect  and  love,  the  presidency  was  given 
to  her.  I find  the  following  tribute  written  by  the  society: 
“In  the  community  in  which  she  lived,  her  life  was  a sweet 
benediction  land  her  memory  and  influence  will  long  live  in  the 
hearts  of  all  who  knew  her.” 
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A Charitable  Mission. 

The  ladies  of  Pleasant  Valley  Grange  assisted  by  the 
ladies  of  Valley  Creek  are  engaged  today  at  social  gatherings 
in  the  “Grange  Hall,’’  three  miles  from  Selma  in  a quilting 
for  the  benefit  of  an  orphan  of  one  of  the  old  members  of  the 
Grange,  now  at  Talladega.  Orphans’  Home.  These  excellent 
ladies  delight  in  good  deeds  and  are  ever  active  in  the  perfor- 
mance of  them. 

Mrs.'  W.  J.  Rountree  is  now  President,  she  has  filled  the 
office  with  much  diligence  and  honor  for  twelve  or  fifteen 
years. 

Vice-President. — Mrs.  M.  R.  Mcllwain. 

Secretary. — Mrs.  W.  C.  Phillips. 

Treasurer. — Miss  Flora  Gilmer. 

This  society  has  iaj  large  membership. 

Ministers  Who  Were  Boys  at  Valley  Creek. 

Rev.  Arehabald  McMorgan,  was  one  of  the  early  Sunday 
School  schollars  of  Valley  Creek  he  died  in  Washington,  Arkan- 
sas, he  wasreared  within  a mile  of  the  church,  was  the  son  of 
Mr.  Enoch  Morgan,  from  this  generation  of  Morgans  there 
has  gone  a long  line  of  ministers.  Revs.  Robert  and  Milton 
Kirkpatrick,  are  great-grand-sons.  Four  generations  of  Mor- 
gans have  served'  in  office  at  Valley  Greek  Church.  Enoch 
Morgan  elder,  Jas.  E.  Morgan  deacon,  Wm.  E.  Morgan  Sec.,  of 
Sunday  Schools  and  the  latters  son  Jno.  Morgan  succeeding  his 
father  at  his  death.  Rev.  Curdy  Emmerson,  his  relatives  were  * 
very  conspicouos  in  the  organization  of  Pisgah  church.  Rev. 
Emmerson  died  in  Brazil. 

Rev.  Jessie  D.  Rountree  another  one  of  Valley  Creek’s 
sons  is  now  located  as  minister  at  Apalachicola  Florida,  he 
is  married  and  has  an  interesting  family.  He  is  the  son  of 
W.  J.  Rountree  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  Morrison  Rountree  the  only 
surving  one  of  the  three  ministers  who  went  out  directly  from 
Valley  Creek  Church.  In  a letter  I received1  myself  directly 
from  Mir.  Rountree  is  found  this  beautiful!  tribute  to  Valley 
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Creek  Church.  “I  am  proud  of  m.y  dear  old  mother  church 
and  everything  that  pertains  to  her  sacred  memory — as  she 
has  stood  and  fought  for  the  victory  in  her  Christ — she  has 
stood  for  Christ  with  a nobleness,  second  to  none  of  her  sisters. 

1 believe  her  name  is  written  in  the  “Lambs’  IBook  of  Life.” 

Summary. 

Rev.  Junius  M.  Batte,  pastor;  Ruling  Elders. — R.  H.  Jones 
D.  B.  McMillan,  A.  L.  Gilmer.  R.  M.  Rountree,  Clerk  of  Ses- 
sion. 

Deacons. — Wm.  Russell  Jones,  W.  J.  Rountree.  Treasuer. 
— J.  Ed.  Morrison,  W.  E.  Callen,  Russell  Carothers.  The 
church  hizis  on  her  role  about  86  members.  It  has  enrolled 
from  her  organization  perhaps  more  than  five  hundred  mem- 
bers. 

Deacons  18.  Elders  2 6.  Pastors  17. 

Mcllwain  Mission. 

This  little  band  of  worshippers  assemble  together  at  the 
school,  house  twice  a month  to  worship,  the  services  are  con- 
ducted under  the  auspicies  of  the  Valley  Creek  Church.  Sun- 
day School  was  organized  there  on  the  first  Sunday  in  January 
1909  with  J.  M.  Gilmer,  Superintendent  and  Claud  Williams, 
Assistant  Superintendent.  A few  years  back  at  different  times 
a school  was  taught  at  Valley  Creek  in  the  basement  by  Miss, 
Nettie  Irwin,  Miss  Ernestine  Irwin  and  Miss  Nathilie  Cloud. 
This  church  has  been  the  sheltering  place  of  many  scenes,  many 
of  joy  and  many  of  sorrow.  The  dead  have  passed  beneath 
her  columns,  the  saddened  processions  have  passed  her  portals 
following  onto  the  grave.  The  bride  in  her  beauty,  in  her  sun- 
shine of  joy  has  stood  at  the  altar. 

The  centufy  is  almost  at  its  close. 

A sadness  falls  from  the  wings  of  my  thoughts, 

Perhaps  some  kindness  has  been  omitted 
Or  perhaps  some  deed  unwrought. 
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Roll  From  the  Organization  Though  Not  Perfect. 

Deacons. — John  O.  McNair,  Sam  B.  Pickens,  Jas.  E.  Mor- 
rison, Sr.,  Milton  R.  Boggs,  Wni  J.  'A.  Russell,  Geo.  C.  Phillips 
Robt.  W.  Morrison,  R.  Russel  Carothers,  R.  Howard  Jones, 
Thomas  Kenan,  Chas.  F.  Irwin,  W.  J.  Rountree,  W.  E.  'Callen, 
J.  E.  Moiririson,  Jr.,  Wm,  Russel  Jones. 

Elders. — Wm.  Morrison,  Robt.  Morrison,  David  Russel, 
Enoch'  Morgan,  Benj.  A.  Glass,  John  Russell,  'Sam  H.  N.  Dick- 
son, Ira  Sterdevant,  Sam  B.  Pickens,  John  N.  Taggart,  Jas. 
A.  Blair,  John  Johnson,  Josiah  Alexander,  James  E.  Morrison* 
Sr.,  James  Kenan,  G.  M.  Callen,  Virgil  Irwin,  R.  W.  Morrison, 
Wm.  M.  Carothers,  Wm.  J.  A.  Morrison,  Wm.  J.  Waugh,  John 
M.  'Carothers,  A.  L.  Gilmer,  R.  Howard  Jones,  R.  M.  Roun- 
tree, D.  B.  McMillan. 

Members. 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Alexander,  Josiah  Alexander,  Elizabeth  Alex- 
ander, Wm.  B.  Alexander,  James  ,S.  Alexander,  R.  W.  Arm- 
strong, Mrs.  Lawrence  Armstrong,  Mrs.  Ella  IB.  Alexander, 
Mrs.  Pol  lie  H.  Alexander,  Andrew  M.  Boggs,  James  A.  Blair, 
Mrs.  Josephene  Barnett,  Lettie  A.  Boggs,  Malinda  Boggs  Lecon-r 
tia  Boggs,  Margrette  A.  Blair, 'Mrs.  Ada  Barrow,-  Sarah  A.  Blair, 
Lucindia  E.  Boggs,  Mrs.  L.  O.  Bruce,  Susan  R.  Boggs,  Mrs. 
Mary  I.  Beatie,  Mary  A.  Barnett,  Wm.  M.  Boggs,,  Louisa  Boggs, 
Mrs.  Martha  Boggs,  Mary  Alice  Boggs,  Levere  Bevard,  Mary 
H.  Baker,  Joe  E.  Bristo,  Nancy  Callen,  Mary  Crawford,  Matil- 
da Cothran,  Sarah  O.  Callen,  Eliza  1J.  Cothran,  Mrs.  Amy  T. 
Cole,  G.  M.  Callen,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Callen,  L.  A.  Callen,  Mrs. 
Fanny  Callen,  E.  P.  Cothran,  George  Cothran,  R.  C.  Callen, 
Ellen  C.  Callen,  Mary  Culverhouse,  Rev.  W.  W.  Carothers. 
Mrs  Mary  Carothers,  W.  M.  Carothers,  Mrs.  Phebe  Carothers, 
J.  L.  Carothers,  John  M.  Carothers,  P.  R.  Carothers,  Robert  B. 
Callen,  Mary  A.  Callen,  Mrs.  Jennie  Callen,  iSadler  Carothers, 
Milton  W.  Carothers,  (Mrs.  Ann  Carothers,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Carothers, 
Ada  L.  Callen,  Hamilton  Harris  Callen,  W.  E.  Callen,  Mrs.  Mat- 
tie  L.  Callen,  J.  T.  Chancy,  Mrs.  E.  R.  Doak,  Saba  Doak,  Florine 
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Doak,  Mrs.  Catherine  Glass,  Mrs.  Jane  M.  Gunn,  Miss  Flora 
Gilmer,  Mrs.  C.  J.  Gilmer,  John  Green,  Maggie  Green, 
Edward  Gilmer,  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Henry,  Elizah  M.  Hornfbeak, 
Frances  Hooks,  Benj.  C.  Harrison,  Elite  B.  Hudson,  Gracie  C. 
Hudson,  H.  iS.  Hudson,  Mrs.  James  R.  Irwin,  Elizabeth  C.  John- 
son, Wm.  S.  Johnson,  Alonzo  Irwin,  Mrs.  Mary  Irwin,  J.  Col- 
well Johnson,  Mary  A.  Johnson,  Virgil  Irwin,  Annetta  C.  John- 
son, A.  Lunetta  Johnson,  Mary  E.  Johnson,  Mrs.  M.  Johnson, 
John  Johnson,  Mrs.  Delia  Johnson,  Eugenia  D.  Johnson,  F.  L. 
Johnson,  Mirs.  Martha  Johnson,  Georgia  E.  Johnson,  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Irwin,  R.  H.  (Hones,  Chas.  F.  Irwin,  E.  P.  Irwin,  Lilly  F.  Irwin. 
Wm.  Russell  Jones,  Vida  M.  Jones, .Sadie  Jeanette  Jones,  Julia 
S.  Kenan,  Catharine  Kenan,  Mrs.  M.  E.  King,  James  Kenan, 
Owen  Kenan,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Kenan,  Daniel  L.  Kenan,  Mrs.  D.  L». 
Kenan,  Mrs,  A.  M.  Luther,  Mrs.  Mary  P.  Mcllwain,  Mrs.  M.  R. 
Mcllwain,  Mrs.  'Nancy  Morrison,  Robert  W.  Morrison,  J.  II. 
Mcllwain,  Jas.  E.  (Morrison,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Morrison,  Rebecca  Mor- 
rison, Emma  IJ.  Riggs,  Mrs.  Georgia  Morrison,  Wm.  J.  Morri- 
son, Robt.  C.  Morrison,  Mary  E.  Morgan,  Katy  A.  Morrison, 
Clifford  Morrison,  Wm.  Eugene  Morrisn,  Robt.  Wiley  Morrison, 
W.  E.  Morgan,  Lelia  Morgan,  D.  M.  McMillan,  Mrs.  D.  M.  Mc- 
Millian,  M.  H.  Morrison,  James  E.  Morrison,  Lizzie  Moore,  Wm. 
J.  Mcllwain,  Mrs.  Mary  Mcllwain,  S.  P.  Mcllwain,  Mrs.  Mary 
R.  Mcllwain,  Lizzie  Mcllwain,  Mrs.  H.  E.  McClure,  Rev.  H.  E. 
McClure,  Annabel  Mcllwain,  Mrs.  Martha  Pickens,  J.  B.  Phil- 
lips, Robt.  E.  Osborne,  (Sarah  E.  Phillips,  Miss  Leo  Phillips, 
Mrs.  Adaline  Phillip®,  Prudence  Phillips,  N.  Wilson  Phillips, 
George  C.  Phillips,  Miss  E.  R.  Phillips,  Louise  iS.  Phillips,  Isabel 
Phillips,  George  Phillips,  Kate  Willetta  Osborne,  Nannie  Phi- 
lips, Robt.  J.  Osborne,  Wm.  G.  Privett,  Mrs,  Rebecca  Roller, 
Mrs.  Mary  Rice,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Rountree,  W.  J.  A.  Russell, 
Mary  P.  Russell,  Ella  C..  Russell,  F.  A.  Rodgers,  Parilla 
B.  Roller,  A.  McD.  Roller,  S.  Jennie  Russell,  Mirs.  Jane  Rus- 
sell, Ida  C.  Riggs,  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Roller,  Albert  S.  Riggs,  Junius 
W.  Riggs,  Wm.  Rodgers,  Wm.  Roller,  R.  M.  Rountree,  Mrs. 
Mattie  Rountree,  Jimmie  Rountree,  W.  J.  Rountree,  Mrs.  Ann 
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Shackelford.,  Julia  C.  Smith,  Alice  Shaw,  Wm.  H.  Strider,  Dr. 
R.  W.  Stafford,  Carmelia  Stafford,  Willie  A.  Strider,  Mary  E. 
Tate,  Geo.  W.  Tate,  John  E.  Tate,  Mary  Tate,  Edna  Tate,  Mrs. 
Martha  Watson,  John  Waugh,  Mrs.  Louise  Waugh,  Mollie 
Waugh,  Etta  Waugh, Albert  H.  Waugh,  Mrs.  Lula  R.  Waugh, 
Wim.  J.  Waugh,  Geo.  A.  Werline,  Mary  P.  Williams,  Mrs. 
Frances  Tappy,  Miss  Adel  la  Grimes,  Miss  Helen  Hudson. 

The  Roll  as  Revised  in  Feb.,  1907  With  Added  Members. 
James  Alexander,  Mrs.  P.  H.  Alexander,  Maggie  Blair, 
Abby  Blair,  Mrs.  F.  A.  Bradshiaiw,  Mirs.  C.  C.  Bradshaw,  W.  W. 
Bell,  Mrs.  E,  J.  Bell,  Archie  Bell,  Mrs.  Eliza  Coth- 
ran, Mrs.  Mary  Carothers,  Russell  R.  Carothers,  Walton 
Cullen,  Mrs.  Walton  'Callen,  Mrs.  Russel  Carothers,  Mrs.  John 
Campbell,  Mrs.  Julia  Fyth’ia,  Flora  Gilmer,  A.  L.  Gilmer,  Ed- 
ward Gilmer,  Mrs.  Flora  Gillis,  Ida  Gillis,  Ernest  Gillie,  Mary 
Emma  Gillis  Harvey  Gillis,  Miss  S.  Gillis,  Lilly  Irwin,  C.  F. 
Irwin,  Ernestine  Irwin,  Lewis  Irwin,  E.  P.  Irwin,  R.  H.  Jones, 
Mrs.  Mary  P.  Jones,  Wm.  Russel  Jones,  Mrs.  Wm.  Russel  Jones, 
Veld  a M.  Jones,  Jeanette  S.  Jones,  Ella  C.  (Jones,  Emma  Jones, 
G.  C.  Johnson,  Mr.  Dan  L.  Kenan,  Mrs.  Dan  L.  Kenan,  Mrs. 
Tiros.  G.  Kenan,  Mr.  Thos.  G.  Kenan,  Owen  Kenan,  Mrs.  Geor- 
gia Morrson,  Mary  E.  Morgan,  Lela  Morgan,  Mrs.  Ida  Morgan, 
C.  P.  Morrison,  R.  W.  Morrison,  J.  E.  Morrison,  D.  B.  McMillan, 
Mrs.  D.  B.  McMillan,  Wiilletta  Morgan,  Mrs.  Maggie  Mcllwain, 
Mirs.  Mary  R.  Mcllwain,  Pinckney  Mcllwain,  Robert  Osborne, 
Mrs.  Lenora  Privett,  Miss  E.  R.  Phillips,  Miss  I.  P.  Phillips, 
Crawford  Phillips,  Willie  Privett,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Rountree,  Ella 
C.  Russell  Rill  Roller,  Robt.  M.  Rountree,  Mrs.  R.  M.  Roun- 
tree, Jiajs.  Rountree,  Mrs.  IJas.  Rountree,  Mrs.  Maud  Rountree, 
Rev.  J.  D.  Rountree,  W.  IJ.  Rountree,  Mrs.  Emma  J.  Riggs, 
Wm.  Ft.  Strider,  Mrs.  George  Strider,  Edna  Tate,  Mrs.  Jennie 
Waugh  Swift,  Marion  Woods,  Mrs.  Anna  Bell  Woods,  M.  C. 
Gillis,  Roderick  Gillis,  Katie  Gillis,  Willie  Gillis,  Aliric  Gillis, 
Mrs.  Latham  and  iSon,  Mr.  Latham,  Mrs.  Little,  Mr.  Little,  Mr 
'Nichols,  Mirs.  Nichols,  Lizzie  iggs,  J.  M.  Batte,  Mdyllette  E. 
Butte,  Mary  Ruth  Batte,  Marguerette  E.  Bafte,  Junius  LeeiRoy 
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Bafcte,  Roy  Morgan,  John  Morgan,  Louis  Morgan,  Miss  Diev 
Jackson. 

There  are  a few  on  the  above  roll  who  are  dead  and  a few 
hiaive  moved  their  membership  elsewhere. 


First  Presbyterian  Church,  i&elma,  Alabama. 

This  church  was  organized  December  22,  1838  by  Revs. 
F.  H.  Porter  and  T.  S.  Witherspoon  of  the  Presbytery  of  South 
Alabama.  The  names  of  sixteen  members  were  enrolled  as 
follows: 

Roderick  McLeod,  Mrs.  Mary  McLeod,  David  Hamilton, 
Mrs.  Mary  W.  Hamilton,  Robert  A.  Nicoll,  David  C.  Russell, 
James  D.  Monk,  Robt.  H.  W.  Bigger,  Mrs.  Catherine  Hunter, 
Mrs.  Martha  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Sarah  Gant,  Mrs.  Isabella  Porter, 
Jacob,  a servant  of  Rev.  F.  H.  Porter,  G.  M.  Ormond,  Mrs. 
Mary  W.  Nicoll,  Miss  Isabella  Talbot. 
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Of  these  members,  three;  David  C.  Russell,  Giles  M.  Or- 
mand  and  Robert  A.  Nicholl  were  duly  elected  and  ordained  as 
ruling  elders.  On  January  13th,  1839,  Rotoert  A.  Nicholl  was 
chosen  the  first  stated  clerk  of  the  session.  The  infant  church 
(remained  eighteen  months  without  a pastor,  'being  supplied 
from  time  to  time  by  Revs.  F.  iH.  Porter,  Robert  Nall  and  J.  II. 
King  and  the  membership  was  more  than  doubled'  during  their 
Ministrations. 

Pastors. 

Rev.  William  Frederick  MeRee  was  first  pastor,  he  was  a 
graduate  of  iPrinceton  Seminary,  was  recommended  to  the 
church  by  Dr.  A.  Alexander.  After  supplying  the  plupit  for  a 
time  was  elected  pastor  (January  4,  1840,  he  resigned  in  .184  4. 

Second  Pastor. — Rev.  Richard  B.  Cater  D.  D.,  became 
stated  supply,  in  1845  was  installed  the  third  Sabbath  in  Feb- 
ruary 184  7.  The  church  grew  in  membership  land1  influence 
under  Dr.  Cater,  he  died  November  2 4,  1850. 

Rev.  Abner  A.  Porter,  D.  D.,  began  his  labor  in  the  church 
in  September  1851,  was  installed  in  1853,  April  2 4th.  Dr. 
Porter  remained  with  the  church  during  a long  and  useful 
pastorate.  The  last  two  years  of  his  pastorate  Dr.  Porter  was 
in  ill  health,  the  pulpit  was  supplied  part  of  the  time  by  Rev. 
P.  Calhoun  and  the  remainder  of  the  time  by  Rev.  J.  T.  Arm- 
sted.  Dr.  Porter  resigned  October  1860. 

Rev.  Arthur  W.  Small  took  charge  of  the  church  Novem- 
ber 186  0,  was  installed  April  1861.  Mr.  Small  was  pastor 
during  the  trying  times  of  the  civil  war,  nobly  and  faithfully 
did  be  fill  the  duties  of  his  office.  He  was  killed  in  the  battle 
of  Selma,  April  2,  1865. 

Rev.  W.  J.  Dowry,  D.  D.,  was  called  to  the  vacant  pas- 
torate November  4,  1866.  Dr.  Dowry’s  pastorate  was  long 
and  successful.  A flourishing  mission  was  started  in  East  Sel- 
ma which  developed  into  Alabama  Street  Presbyterian  church, 
January  12,  1873.  Thirty  persons  from  this  church  were  gran- 
ted letters  *to  join  Alabama  (Street  'Church.  Dr.  Dowry  resigned 
in  the  fall  of  1875. 
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Rev.  Alfred  J.  Morrison  took  charge  of  the  church  as  sup- 
ply January  1,  1876,  fifty  persons  were  added  to  the  commu- 
nion ‘before  his  untimely  death  July  6,  1876. 

Rev.  Thos.  W.  Hooper,  D.  D.,  was  elected  pastor  Novem- 
ber 3.  1876  installed1  Decmber  3,  1876.  Dr.  Hoopers’  patorale 
was  one  of  the  longest  in  the  history  of  the  church,  after  a 
service  of  twelve  faithful  years  of  labor  he  resigned  June 
1888. 

Dr.  E.  O.  Guerrant  visited  the  field  in  the  spring  of  1889 
but  the  Presbytery  refused  to  grant  its  consent  for  him  to 
leave  Kentucky. 

Rev.  Russell  Cecil  was  then  called  to  the  pastorate,  he 
took  charge  May  19,  was  installed  November  1889. 

Dr.  A.  A.  Little  came  to  this  pastorate  1901,  he  was  a 
greatly  beloved  man.  The  church  greatly  prospered  under  his 
rule,  it  was  a great  sorrow  to  the  church  when  his  resignation 
was  presented  to  the  congregation.  Dr.  Little  resigned  in  the 
summer  of  19  08  and  accepted  a call  in  Georgia.  The  church  is 
at  present  without  an  installed  pastor,  but  is  being  supplied  by 
different  divines.  Dr.  Mebane,  of  North  Carolina  has  been 
with  this  church  for  a few  Sundays.  Rev.  Daniel  J.  Curry,  of 
Dublin,  Virginia  is  now  supplying  the  pulpit. 

Sunday  School. 

The  pioneers  in  this  branch  of  the  church  work,  as  far  as 
we  can  learn  were  David  C.  Russell  and  Amos  H.  Lloyd.  Mr. 
Russell  was  the  first  -Superintendent,  he  was  followed  succes- 
sively in  the  office  by  P.  L.  Sink,  James  W.  Lapsley,  N.  D. 
Cross,  James  H.  Franklin  and  S.  D.  Holt.  The  present  Super- 
intendent is  Mr.  Foot  Hooper,  a man  much  beloved  and  admir- 
ed. The  first  structure  ever  used  by  the  Presbyterians  of 
Selma,  was  oin  Water  Street  near  Lauderdale.  The  next  on 
the  corner  of  Dallas  and  Washington  streets.  Another  buil- 
ding was  erected  in  1847  costing  about  $1,500,  it  was  remod- 
eled and  improved  in  1868  at  an  expense  of  $1,200.  About 
twelve  years  ago  the  present  handsome  building  was  erected. 
This  church  is  in  a thriving,  growing  condition. 
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Societies. 

The  Ladies  Benevolent  and  Foreign  Missionary  Society  is 
the  oldest  organization  of  the  kind  in  the  church,  has  existed 
since  1851. 

Ladies’  Home  and  Foreign  Mission  Society. 

Young  Ladies  Society. 

Childrens’  Missionary  Society. 

Junior  Missionary  Society. 

The  Covenantors. 

This  church  has  sent  out  a number  of  ministers,  namely: 
Rev.  W.  P.  Armstrong,  Rev.  P.  A.  Lapsley,  Rev.  Uas.  Laps- 
iey,  Mr.  John  Axford  is  now  at  the  Seminary,  preparatory  to  the 
.Ministry.  This  church  has  in  Africa  one  of  its  old  members, 

C.  A.  DeYampert,  a colored  Missionary  who  was  sent  from  this 
church  and  is  supported  iby  it,  he  having  been  a member. 

List  of  Elders  from  Organization  1838. 

'David  iC.  Russell,  Giles  M.  Ormond,  iRobt.  A.  Nicoll,  Jas. 
B.  Harrison,  Thomas  Smith,  Philip  Weaver,  E.  W.  Marks,  Jas. 
M.  Lapsley,  Wm.  iH.  Fellows,  Jas.  W.  Lapsley,  J.  J.  Porter, 

R.  R.  Morey,  T.  P.  Gary,  R.  W.  Huston,  Jos.  Hairdie,  Ed.  Woods, 
Wlm.  P.  Armstrong,  Robt.  Lapsley,  H.  L.  McKee,  'C.  W.  Hooper, 
J.  H.  Franklin,  S.  F.  Hobbs,  C.  F.  Force,  W.  B.  Gill,,  W.  R. 
Nelson,  /J.  R.  Kenan,  S.  D.  Holt,  Golsby  King,  R.  H.  Agee,  J.  F. 
Hooper,  F.  E.  Gary,  E.  H.  Hobbs,  J.  F.  Hooper,  George  Phil- 
lips, P.  H.  Pitts, 

Deat  ons  From  Organization. 

John  F.  Conoly,  Jas.  D.  Monk,  IDavid  Hamiltbn,  Thos.  L. 
Craig,  J.  W.  Lapsley,  Jos.  iHardie,  H.  M.  Holman,  J.  J.  Porter, 
Robt.  Lapsley,  M.  R.  Boggs,  Ed.  Woods,  N.  D.  'Cross,  C.  W. 
Hooper,  M.  J.  Williams,  W.  P.  Armstrong,  )J:.  iH.  Franklin, 

S.  F.  Hobbs,  W.  R.  Nelson,  J.  P.  Paisley,  Geo.  Phillips,  A.  E. 
Baker,  Cornelius  Ypung,  €.  F.  Force,  John  'C.  Graham,  J.  W 
Love,  T.  P.  Gary,  W.  F.  Layman,  J.  R.  Kenan,  J.  A.  Chancy, 

D.  A.  Kennedy,  Goldsby  King,  R.  H.  Agee,  E.  H.  Hobbs,  R.  W. 
Huston,  J.  E.  Axford,  W.  H.  Phillips,  W.  ,S.  Monk,  P.  H.  Pitts, 
J.  :J.  Hooper,  W.  T.  Atkiins,  L.  M.  Hooper,  W.  W.  Harper,  C. 
Kirkpatrick,  Wm.  Cummin,  Eugene  Morrison,  L.  A.  Moone,  P. 

T.  Shanks,  John  Paisley,  W.  B.  Gill. 


Alabama  Street  Presbyterian  Church. 

A Mission  Sunday  School  was  organized  by  Joseph  Hardie 
and  H.  L.  McKee,  ruling  elders  in  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  Selma,  during  the  year  July  21,  1872,  in  that  part  of 
the  city  of  Selma,  known  as  East  Selma  in  a little  room  rented 
for  the  purpose  with  three  scolars,  Miss  Emma  McArthur,  Miss 
Annie  Scurry  (Mrs.  Connel)  and  Edward  S.  Gatchell.  Thus 
began  a great  work.  The  surroundings  at  first  were  humble 
and  crude,  it  was  seated  with  old  benches  from  tlhe  Firsr. 
Church,  a small  organ  wias  soon  afterwards  introduced. 
Neither  of  the  teachers,  Major  Hardie  or  Mr.  McKee  at  that 
time  could  raise  a tune,  even  Old  Hundred  might  have  been 
merged  into  Duke  Street  or  Rockingham  before  the  third  line 
was  reached.1  This  fortunately  did  not  last  long.  On  July  28, 
four  other  persons  were  added  to  the  roll.  Mr.  Charles  Lar- 
dent,  Geo.  Lardent,  Miss  Minnie  Lardient  and  Miss  Annie 
McArthur.  Mr.  Wm.  Henry  Houston,  an  elder  from  Pisgah 
Church  joined  in  the  work.  The  third  Sunday  August  4,  four 
others  were  added  to  the  roll.  Miss  Bettie  Harrison,  (Mrs. 
Rogers)  Miss  Mary  Harrison,  (Mrs.  Hull)  Frank  Kelton  and 
Mrs.  Annie  E.  Dennis.  On  this  date  Mr.  William  Wallace  uni- 
ted in  the  work  land  proved  a faithful  worker. 

It  is  a matter  worth  recording  that  in  the  beginning  of 
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the  enterprise  there  was  doubt  in  the  minds  of  those  whom 
the  helpers  ©ought  out,  a©  to  the  motive  that  prompted  such 
action  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  their  doubts  were  dis- 
sipated, for  but  few  of  those  living  in  this  part  of  the  city  had 
predilections  towards  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In  the  outset 
a thorugh  canviaiss  was  made  by  Major  Hardie  and  Mr.  McKee 
in  all  the  vicinity  of  the  chapel  with  cardis  of  invitation  and  by 
personal  interview  they  sought  to  bring  those  who  had  no 
church  connection  into  this  work.  While  at  the  first  it  was 
slow,  the  seed  sown  was  soon  made  manifest  and  the  school 
grew  rapidly  and  by  early  Autumn  fifty  names  were  enrolled. 

Connected  with  this  early  work  are  many  interesting  inci- 
dents, which  if  told  would  fill  a volume,  for  the  work  led  work- 
ers into  homes  over  whose  threshold  no  Christian  man  or  wo- 
man for  this  purpose  had  been.  One,  a German  woman,  and  in 
the  Old  Country  highly  connected,  and  who  by  marriage  had 
brought  the  frowns  of  parents  upon  her,  was  found  in  a des- 
titute 'condition  and  she  with  her  young  daughter  were  cared 
for  and  the  latter  brought  into  Sunday  School.  The  poor 
woman  who  had  earned  her  living,  such  as  ft  was,  by  for- 
tune telling,  at  once  burned  her  cards  and  gave  her  heart  to 
the  Savior  aind  fixed  her  hope  on  heaven.  The  daughter  grew 
to  fine  womanhood  and  now  fills  an  honored  station  in  a near 
city. 

Many  incidents  of  interest  could  be  told  of  the  early  his- 
tory of  this  church  work.  The  increase  in  the  work  and  the 
interest  in  the  attendance  required  more  facilities  and  these 
were  promptly  furnished.  In  December  1872  a meeting  was 
begun  in  the  chiapel,  conducted  by  the  Rev.  John  T.  McBryde, 
who  at  the  time  was  acting  as  assistant  to  the  pastor  of  the 
First.  Church,  and  it  was  continued  through  the  holidays  and 
until  January  12,  1873.  when  the  Rev.  J&mes  Watson,  the 
Evangelist  of  the  Presbytery  proceeded  to  organize  a church, 
as  the  outgrowth  of  less  than  six  months  work.  Elder  Jos. 
Hardie  and  H.  L.  McKee  were  elders  in  the  First  Church  at 
the  time;  andi  Mr.  C.  S.  Crane  from  the  same  church  were 
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shosen  elders  and  Wiilliam  Wallace  as  deacon,  and  some  thirty- 
three  members  formed!  the  organization.  The  last  of  the 
month  the  Rev.  Peter  Gowan  from  Charleston  Presbytery  made 
a visit  to  the  church,  then  organized  and  was  soon  afterwards 
called  as  a pastor.  The  Chapel  became  too  small  and  inconve- 
nient and  a building  suitable  was  projected.  Friends  to  the 
movement  were  found  and  the  money  furnished  with  which  to 
build  the  new  church.  The  site  being  a gift  of  Mrs.  Weaver. 
Sept.  30,  1875  iRev.  W.  J.  Lowry,  pastor  of  the  First  Church 
dedicated  the  new  building.  The  membership  now  continued 
to  grow. 

Early  in  the  work  there  came  three  persons  who  through 
its  instrumentality  became  ministers  of  the  gospel,  nameiy: 
Phillip  Bohbeck,  Julius  P.  Word  and  Lawrence  M.  Hensell.  A 
little  later  there  was  added  two  others  who  became  active 
members  of  the  school.  Wm.  H.  Raymond,  of  Marion,  who 
united  with  the  church  on  his  removal  to  Selma  and  John  R. 
McAlpine,  of  Talladega,  who  also  became  a minister  of  the 
gospel.  Not  only  these  who  identified  themselves  as  members 
of  the  church  but  others  from  the  First  Church  and  some  who 
were  here  without  a fixed  habitation  joined  in  the  Sunday 
School  work.  Two  of  these  became  while  yet  teachers  in  the 
Sunday  School  candidates  for  the  ministry  and  afterwads  were 
ordained  as  such.  The  one  Rev.  J.  W.  Walden  and  the  other, 
H.  R.  Raymond,  Jr.  Mr.  Walden  still  lives  and  has  distin- 
guished himself  in  the  Southern  Church.  Mr.  Raymond  after 
some  years  in  the  ministry  died.  It  is  to  be  noted  here  that 
from  the  teachers  of  this  school  six  persons  have  gone  into 
the  ministry  with  no  less  than  six  years  after  its  organization. 
At  least  five  of  the  six  gave  as  their  reason  for  seeking  the 
ministry  the  influence  of  the  surroundings  and  an  example  in 
the  field  thus  occupied.  Mr.  H.  L.  McKee  filled  the  place  of 
Superintendent  of  (Sabbath  School  for  thirteen  years  with  W. 
H.  Raymond  succeeding  and  James  H.  Franklin  and  E.  S. 

^ Gatchell.  The  present  Superintendent,  G.  F.  Warner.  Assistant 

Superintendent;  Marshall  Metz,  Secretary;  Miss  Lola  Whitman 
Assistant  Secretary,  Miss  Ola  Latham;  Treasurer  iJ.  E.  Morrow. 
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Pastors  of  Alabama  Street  Church. 

Rev.  P.  Cowan  was  installed  May  1873:  Rev.  G.  W.  Boggs 
pastor  of  Valley  iCreek  Church  was  chairman  and>  preached 
the  sermon  and  charged  the  people.  Rev.  W.  J.  Lowry  deliv- 
ered the  charge  to  the  pastor.  His  pastorate  continued  thir- 
teen years. 

Rev.  G.  E.  Chandler  was  installed  pastor,  November  1887. 

Rev.  W.  D.  iSpurlin  preached  the  sermon.  Rev.  R.  A. 
Lapsley  charged  the  pastor  and  Rev.  C.  D.  Waller  charged  the 
people.  Rev.  A.  ;S.  Doak,  Rev.  L.  G.  Hames  both  popular  pas- 
tors. Rev.  T.  R.  Best  was  next  called  to  the  pastorate.  . 

The  Present  pastor,  Rev.  E.  B.  Robinson  began  his  work 
as  pastor  March  1,  1906.  Mr.  Robinson  is  a young  enthusi- 
astic and  much  beloved  pastor.  He  has  done  much  for  the 
good  of  the  church  during  his  pastorate.  He  had  not  been  in 
the  work  but  a few  months  when  a movement  was  started  for 
building  a new  structure,  the  little  frame  church  on  Range 
Avenue  became  too  small  to  accommodate  the  growing  congre- 
gation. July  1906  the  movement  was  started,  in  July  1907 
the  reality  was  being  realized,  the  beautiful  building  which  is 
located  on  Range  Avenue  and  Alabama  Streets  was  beiig 
built  and  it  was  completed  about  January  1908,  costing  from 
$10,000  to  $12,000.  Mr.  Robinson  should  have  much  of  the 
praise  for  the  success  of  such  a handsome  building  and  the 
members  look  upon  it  with  pride  for  it  is  indeed  a monument 
to  their  work  for  the  Master’s  Kingdom. 

Ruling  Elders  From  Organization. 

Joseph  Hardie,  H.  L.  McKee,  €.  S.  Crane,  Wm.  M.  Waller, 
W.  H.  Raymond,  R.  R.  Morey,  J.  H.  Barr,  G.  F.  Warner,  E.  A. 
Buhler,  J.  H.  Fnainklin,  W.  Adams,  E.  S.  Gatchell,  L.  W.  Hub- 
bard, J.  Stephenson,  J.  W.  Preston,  H.  Harthan. 

Deacons. 

W.  M.  Wallace,  J.  P.  Word,  W.  H.  Raymond,  J.  S.  Fythie, 
J.  R.  McAlpine,  W.  G.  Self,  J.  T.  Owen,  E.  A.  Buhler,  Hugh 
Foster,  L.  W.  Hubbard,  J.  H.  Barr,  Edwin  Hull,  H.  Harthan, 
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S.  B.  [Shivers,  E.  P.  Lewis,  A.  E.  Baker,  Jr.,  W.  B.  Harris,  J.  A. 
Stephenson,  Wm.  iM.  Messenger,  D.  D.  Baker,  Jas.  S.  Newell, 
J.  L.  Rhodes,  J.  S.  O’Gwynn,  J.  W.  Eakin,  J.  R.  Smith,  Marshall 
Metz,  C.  W.  Brazelton,  J.  T.  Owens. 

I have  secured  some  of  my  historical  points  from  an 
early  history  written  iby  Mr.  H.  L.  McKee,  who  was  an  elder 
in  this  church,  he  is  now  Superintendent  of  “Our  Orphan’s 
Home”  Talladega,  Alabama. 

We  shall  consider  tlhe  following  churches  to  have 
sprung  directly  or  indirectly  from  th  eViailley  Creek  organiza- 
tion. Mount  Pleasant,  Vine  Hill,  Stanton  and  Plantersville. 

Mount  Pleasant  Church. 

Sustains  rather  a mixed  relation  to  Valley  Creek.  She  is 
a daughter  at  the  same  time  a sister.  The  recordb  of  early 
years  were  burned  a few  years  ago,  when  deacon  Ed.  Mor- 
row’s residence  was  burned,  he  being  the.  clerk  of  session. 
His  Widow  Mrs.  Callie  Morrow  gave  us  the  following  informa- 
tion, having  heard  her  parents  and  grand-parents  so  often 
relate  tlhe  story  in  her  childhood.  The  colony  which  organized 
Valley  Creek  Church  when  they  settled  in  Alabama,  divided 
and)  some  settled  in  Mount  Pleasant  neighborhood,  about  nine 
males  north  from  Valley  Creek  Church.  A few  years  later,  in 
1828,  Rev.  Sloss,  the  pastor  of Viailley  'Creek  Church  together 
with  a few  of  her  members  and  a number  of  the  colony  who 
had  not  identified  themselves  with  Valley  Creek,  organized 
Mount  Pleasant  Church. 

She  has  stood  the  storms  of  many  years,  during  the  eigh- 
ty-six years  of  her  past  life,  she  has  always  had  some  good 
faithful  members  who  have  been  diligent  about  the  “Father’s 
Business,”  and  through  the  reverses  as  well  as  the  prosperity 
she  has  always  faithfully  held  up  the  banner  of  the  cross.  A 
multitude  have  been  spiritually  born  within  her  walls.  She 
now  has  a membership  of  about  sixty-one  and  also  a flourish- 
ing Sabbath  School.  She  has  five  ruling  elders  and  three 
deacons. 
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Vine  Hill  Church. 

Is  a grand-daughter  of  Valley  Creek,  September  13,  1870. 
The  Revs.  J.  W.  Hooper  and  Peter  Gowan,  the  commission  .lip- 
pointed  by  the  Presbytery  of  South  Alabama  to  organize  Vine 
Hill  Church,  met  with  the  people  of  the  church  and  organized 
with  the  members  who  were  dismissed  from  the 
First  Clhurch,  Selma  and  two  whom  the  Commission  received 
on  profession  of  faith  in  Christ.  The  charter  members  were 
as  follows: 

Mrs.  Agnes  Norvill,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Kay,  Mr.  James  Lapsley. 
Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Lapsley,  Robert  Lapsley,  James  Lapsley,  Sam 
Lapsley,  Dr.  S.  G.  Todd,  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  D.  Toddi,  Mrs.  Margaret 
A.  Morrow.  All  from  the  First  Church,  Selma,  Alabama,  and 
Mrs.  Luoretia  and  Teal  Vingant  on  profession  of  faith  in  Christ. 
Jas.  W.  Lapsley  and  Dr.  S.  G.  Todd  were  elected  ruling  elders 
and  James  Lapsley  as  deacon.  Vine  Hill  Church  has  sent  out 
several  ministers  and  one  Missionary,  Rev.  Samuel  N.  Laps- 
ley, who  laid  down  his  life  in  the  dark  continent  for  his  Mas- 
ter’s sake.  Many  changes  have  taken  place  since  the  organiza- 
tion. She  now  has  a membership  of  about  fifty-two  and  a 
flourishing  Sabbath  School  with  a regular  mid-week  prayer 
meeting. 

Stanton  Church. 

On  May  26,  1885,  the  Presbyterian  tent  which  was  used 
by  the  Synodical  Evangelist  of  the  Synod  of  Alabama,  was 
pitched  at  Stanton  at  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Richard  Coe,  of 
Gregory,  Coe  Lumber  Company  and  others.  On  Wednesday 
evening  May  28,  Rev.  W.  H.  Claggett,  Synodical  Evangelist  as- 
sisted by  Mr.  Charles  Birch  who  led  the  music  with  his  cornet . 
began  a series  of  services  which  were  continued  through  the 
seventh  day  of  June.  On  the  4th  Stanton  Church  was  organ- 
ized with  ten  members.  Mr.  James  R.  McArthur,  of  Pisgah, 
Mrs.  N.  J.  McArthur,  of  Alabama  Street  Church,  Miss  Mary 
J.  A.  McArthur  from  M.  E.  Church  of  Mayesville  Ala.,  Mr.  Rich- 
ard Coe  of  the  First  Church  Selma,  and  Mrs.  A.  C.  Coe  and  five 
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baptized  non-communicants  who  were  admitted,  tait  the  same 
service  seven  others  were  received.  Mir.  C.  F.  Dorethet, 
from  First  Church,  Miss  Alice  Liles  and  Mrs.  E.  J.  Barnett  of 
Valley  Creek  and  Mr.  James  Crawford  and  Mrs.  Alice  Craw- 
ford andi  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Lodge  on  profession.  James 
McArthur,  Richard  Coe,C.  F.  Douthit  were  elected  and  ordiaiined 
as  ruling  elders.'  Rev.  Robert  A.  Lapsley  was  called  as  stated 
supply,  he  being  their  first  minister.  Two  years  later  O.  H. 
P.  Wright,  A.  S.  Liles  and  David  Lodge  were  elected  and  or- 
dained as  deacons.  Stanton’s  organization  erected  a nice  house 
of  worship  and  flourished  for  a number  of  years;  but  the 
hand  of  death  weakened  its  membership  and  others  movsd 
away,  the  church  now  has  but  a few  members,  but  has  services 
once  a month. 

Plantersville  Church. 

Was  organized  May  5,  1901  by  Evangelist  D.  N.  Yarbro, 
with  fifteen  members,  nine  of  which  came  from  Vine  Hill 
Church,  one  from,  Stanton  and  five  from  elsewhere.  Rev. 
J.  A.  iShaw  was  called  as  pastor.  Dr.  S.  G.  Todd,  E.  E.  'Todd 
and  J.  A.  Fulford  were  made  ruling  elders.  J.  H.  McNeil,  E.  N. 
Todd  and  Claude  M.  Fulford  wert  miaide  deacons. 

Since  the  organization  some  have  been  removed  by  death 
and  some  have  left  the  community,  but  others  have  united. 
The  church  has  now  her  second  pastor  and  is  in  a flourishing 
condition.  They  once  worshipped)  in  a Union  Church  until 
this  year.  They  have  sold  their  interest  to  the  Methodist  breth- 
ren and  are  now  making  efforts  to  build  a new  house  of  wor- 
ship. 

The  above  group  of  four  churches  called  a few  years  ago 
as  their  pastors  Rev.  F.  E.  (Bagby,  a man  full  of  energy  and 
good  works,  he  has  studied  his  congregations  from  all  points, 
so  that  he  might  work  for  their  advancement.  The  manse  is 
now  being  greatly  improved,  the  amount  of  improvements  will 
be  about  $700.  Mr.  Bagiby  is  holding  the  interest  of  the  field 
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in  a wonderful  way,  he  possesses  for  them,  a peculiar  magnet- 
ism and  is  capable  of  presenting  the  Gospel  in  a clear  under- 
standing manner,  the  work  is  growing  under  his  influence. 

The  Last  Leaf. 

In  our  little  book  the  last  leaf  is  almost  turned,  we  have 
spoken  of  the  living  and  rambled  amid  the  tombs  gathering  up 
the  flowers  and  scattered  them  around  in  beautiful  thoughts. 
Should  not  our  lives  be  composed  of  greater  things  than  these 
Let  us  bring  our  thoughts  into  action,  wit  hour  many  words  of 
kindness  and  in  little  kindly  deeds  make  a brighter  world, 
casting  a ray  of  sun-shine  into  the  humble  cottage.  Make  the 
world  rejoice  that  we  do  yet  live.  Do  not  wait  till  death’s  cold 
hand  embraces  the  one,  you  should  have  given  a word  of  com- 
fort or  of  cheer. 

“Too  late  to  bring  youir  fragrant  offering. 

Or  twine  love’s  myrtle  for  my  marble  brow 
When  I am  dead!;  Today  your  tribute  bring 
I need  them  now! 

Waste  no  laudations  on  my  deafened  ear, 

Nor  lay  choice  flowers  within  my  icy  hand 
Your  tardy  meed  of  praise  I shall  not  hear, 

Nor  understand. 

To  pile  a wreath  of  flowers  upon  my  mound, 

Or  speak  the  kindly  words  you  should  have  said, 
Will  be  but  mockery — a hollow  sound 
When  I am  dead.” 
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A Tribute  to  Valley  Creek  Church. 

By  Rev.  Junius  M.  Biaitte. 

Nearly  one  hundred!  years  or  more, 

In  the  (heart  of  the  wild  wood 
(God’s  children  met  to  ipray; 

The  hallowed  scenes  have  stood,  ' 

And  answered  prayer 

Lingers  still  to  the  present  there. 

On  a lofty  hill  of  mother  earth 

Near  the  stream  that  hears  its  name 
Is  the  o,ld  brick  church  called  “Valley  Creek,” 
Of  grand  immortal  fame. 


For  generations  between  her  walls 
The  sound  of  “Truth”  was  heard 
Humble  followers  of  Christ 
•Still  attend)  the,  “Living  Word.” 

No  mighty  works  of  world  wide  fame 
To  arouse  a dying  race, 

Has  from  her  blessed  walls  e’er  come 
Yet,  migjhty  streams  of  grace 

Which  year  by  year  has  gone, 

Into  the  heart  of  her  worshippers, 

And  built  ia  monument  of  love 
As  high  as  Heaven  adorned 

Defying  the  “powers”  of  earth  and  (hell 
She  stands  for  the  living  Christ. 

“Old  Church  of  our  Fathers,” 

How  dearly  we  love  thee 
Thy  glorious  work  of  the  past,  has  shown 
How  we  who  are  living,  still  may  adoire  thee 
Redoubling  our  efforts  to  give  others,  a crown. 


G.  H.  KYSER 


PHARMACIST 
Prescriptions  a specialty 
Fine  Candies,  Toilet  Goods, 

CIGARS  AND  TOBACCO. 
SELMA,  ALABAMA. 

Liepold  Brothers 

Always  Reliable  — Fair  and  Square 

Department  Store. 

Broad  Street . Selma , Alabama. 


W.  H.  HOGAN 

PROPRIETOR  MOSS  GROVE  DAIRY 
Poultry.  Dairy  Products.  Fresh  Eggs. 

Registered  Jersey  Cows.  Imported  Berkshire  Hogs. 
SHAKELFORD  PLACE.  SELMA,  ALA. 


L.  W.  HUBBARD,  J.  L.  CLAY,  B.  S.  MELVIN, 

President  Vice=President  Sec’y  & Treas. 

Hubbard  & Clay  Grocery  Company 
Wholesale  Grocers,  Commission  Merchants 
arid  Cotton  Sellers. 

616-618  Water  Street,  Selma,  Alabama. 


HARRELL  DRUG  CO. 

We  handle  the  freshest  and  purest  drugs  and 
our  prescriptions  are  promptly  filled.  We  solicit 
your  patronage. 

We  are  the  agents  for  the  celebrated  Buist’s 
garden  seed.  Try  them. 

Corner  Alabama  and  Broad  Sts.  SELMA , ALA. 


R.  H.  & W.  C.  AGEE 

WHOLESALE  GROCERS  AND  COTTON 
COMMISSION  MERCHANTS 
Selma,  Alabama. 

We  keep  on  hand  at  all  times  a full 
supply  of  staple  and  fancy  groceries,  at  the 
lowest  market  prices.  Your  orders  are 
solicited  and  will  have  our  best  attention. 

Our  cotton  department  is  managed  by 
competent  and  experienced  cotton  men,  so 
that  we  can  guarantee  prompt  and  carefull 
attention  to  all  shipments  entrusted  to  us. 


R.  S.  CAROTHERS  J.  S.  CAROTHERS 

President.  Secty.  & Treas. 

SELMA  HARDWARE  COMPANY 

SELMA,  ALABAMA 

Dealers  in 

Agricultural  Implements,  Builders  Hardware, 
Sash,  Doors,  Blinds,  Cement,  Lime, 
Belting  and  Mill  Supplies. 

Agents  for 

International  Harvesting  Machinery, 

B.  F.  Avery  & Sons,  and 
John  Deere  Plow  Co.'s 
Plows  and  Implements. 

Garland  and  Charter  Oak  Stoves, 

Ellwood  Fence,  Flintkote  Roofing. 


REST 

is  what  we 
all  long  for 
and  its 

consumma- 
tion is  the 
dream  of 
our  lives. 

Those  who  rest  in  the  valley  of  the 
grave  love  the  “after  death”  attention  we 
give  them. 

A MEMORIAL  BUILT  BY  US 
will  prove  an  ornament  to  your  plot 
and  our  charges  are  indeed  moderate. 

We  have  built  most  of  the  monuments  in 
the  Valley  Creek  Cemetery. 

SELMA  MARBLE  & GRANITE  WORKS 

J.  W.  PETERS,  Proprietor 

Successor  to  J.  N.  MONTGOMERY. 

820  Broad  Street.  ’Phone  656 


SELMA,  ALABAMA. 


C.  W.  HOOPER  J.  E.  AXPORD  L.  M.  HOOPER 

C.  W.  HOOPER  & CO. 


Wholesale  Grocers 


and  Cotton 

Commission  Merchants. 


Corner  Green  and  Bow  Streets. 

SELMA,  ALABAMA. 


W.  E.  CALLEN  & CO. 

Merchandise 

Brokers. 

SELMA,  ALABAMA. 


* 

Carson’s  Dairy 

NEAR  SELMA,  ALA. 

’Phone  955  - 11 


GEO . M.  CALLEN 

Wholesale  Fruits  and  Produce 

605-607  Water  Street,  Selma,  Alabama. 

APPLES,  ORANGES,  LEMONS,  BANANAS, 

COCOANUTS,  PEANUTS,  POTATOES,  ONIONS, 
CABBAGE,  POULTRY,  EGGS,  ETC. 

CONSIGNMENTS  SOLICITED. 


Warehouses  on  Green  St.  and  Railroad. 


Oldest  Iron  Works  in  the  State 


Have  your  work 
done  by  us. 

Best 

Material. 

Best 

Workmanship. 
Quick  attention 
to  repairs  and 
broken  down 


WE  WANT  YOUR  BUSINESS.  jobs. 

PEACOCKS  IRON  WORKS 


. ESTABLISHED  1865 

Iron  and  Brass  Foundry.  Machine  Shops. 

MANUFACTURERS  OF  MACHINERY  AND 
CASTINGS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

Address  all  Communications  to  the  Firm.  SELMA,  ALABAMA. 


Selma  Military  Institute 

A MODERN  UP-TO-DATE  SCHOOL 
Brick  Building,  Steam  Heat,  Electric  Lights, 

Hot  and  Cold  Baths. 

Character,  Mind  and  Body  Training 
is  Our  Idea  of  Education. 
Tuition  $175  per  year. 

Address 

JAMES  S.  COLEMAN,  Principal 


Selma,  Alabama. 


E.  H.  HOBBS, 

Watch  Maker  and  Jeweler. 

t 'j  , i 

Agent  Eastman  Kodak 
91 6 Broad  Street.  SELMA , ALABAMA . 


Presbyterian  College  for  Women 

CHARLOTTE,  N.  C. 

High  Grade  College  for  Training  Young  Women. 
Faculty  of  skilled  Christian  teachers, 
with  the  Bible  for  a text  book. 

Situated  in  the  famous  Piedmont  section  of  North 
Carolina,  with  dry,  bracing  winters. 

Rates  Low.  For  Catalogue  address 

REV.  J.  R.  BRIDGES , D.  D. 


E.  M.  Shipman 

Dry  Goods,  Notions,  Boots, 
Shoes,  Men’s  Furnishings . 

Georgetown,  Colo. 


THE 


City  National  Bank 

OF  SELMA, 

Selma,  Alabama . 


Capital,  Surplus  and  Stockholders  Liability  $1,100,000. 


A.  G.  PARRISH,  President. 

H.  I.  SHELLEY,  Cashier. 

W.  S.  MONK,  Assistant  Cashier. 


DIRECTORS 

W.  P.  ARMSTRONG. 
A.  G.  PARRISH. 

A.  W.  JONES. 

C.  W.  HOOPER. 

W.  S.  MONK. 


E.  A.  SNOW,  Pres. 

W.  G.  SHIPMAN, 
Sec’y  & Treas. 


C.  H.  HOBBS,  V.  P. 

C.  A.  SHIPMAN, 

Traveling  Agt. 


SHIPMAN  ORGAN  CO. 

High  Point,  N.  C„  U.  S.  A. 
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MANUFACTURERS  OF 
HIGH  GRADE  REED  ORGANS 
Made  in  the  South,  by  Southern  people, 
with  Southern  capital. 


“Eliasberg’s” 

“Hart-Schaffner 

& Marx” 
Fine  Clothes, 
“Manhattan  Shirts” 
“Regal  Shoes” 

For  men  and 
women, 
“Dutchess 

Trousers” 
“Stetson  Hats” 

All  bunched 
together  makes 
the  biggest 
combination  of 
“Top  Notchers” 
in  any  one  store 
Hart  Schaffner  & Marx  in  Alabama. 

You  can  rest  assured  that  when  you  buy 
anything  of  us  that  you  get  the  best  there  is  in 
Clothing,  Furnishings,  Shoes  and  Hats. 

The  new  Spring  goods  arrive  with  every  train, 
you  can  get  any  Style,  Color,  or  Size  here  and  our 
guarantee  is  “Money  back  on  any  purchase  un- 
satisfactory.” 

Eliasberg  & Bros.  Mercantile  Co. 


SELMA,  ALA. 


“3  Stores— 10  Floors.” 


HULL  PRINTING  WORKS 
Selma,  Alabama. 

PRINTING,  RULING  AND  BINDING 
at  prices  to  please  all . 


Lauderdale  Street,  back  of  City  National  Bank. 


/■ 


rt 


■■■'i : 


'j 


1 


